
POWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Meeting Minutes
Commission Chambers

543 Bannock Ave.
American Falls, lD 83277

www. powe rcou ntv. i s. u s

Monday, luly 27,2OL5,9:00 a.m.

I. CAttTO ORDER

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, on July 27,20L5, and
called the meeting to order at the hour of 9:10 a.m., in the Commission Chambers of the Power
County Courthouse.

il. coMMtsstoNERS/STAFF

PRESENT: Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair

Commissioner Delane Anderson
Commissioner Bill Lasley

Sharee Sprague, Clerk

Carolyn Skenandore, Deputy Clerk

Ryan Petersen, Legal Counsel

Rhea Petersen, Election Clerk

Linda Annen, Indigent Director
Jenni Rupp, Indigent Clerk
Di Jones, Ambulance Director
Jim Jeffries, Sheriff
Deanna Curry, Treasurer

OTHER PARTIES PRESENT: Abe Luca, Attorney
Kristen Jensen, Great Rift Business Development Coordinator
Judy Hoopes, Southeast Health District

III. AGENDA

A. NOTICES/REPORTS

1. Great Rift Business Development - Review and Consider Memorandum of
Understandine (MOUI: Kristen Jensen presented a draft of MOU to members of the
Board. Ms. Jensen advised the board that she did not receive the new MOU until after
July 4th, which it is normally out in June. Jensen advised the BOCC that the MOU would
need to be signed and returned as soon as possible, but they could take a couple of
weeks to review it in detail first.

Jensen then led the discussion with the BOCC, and went through the MOU as

presented, noting various changes.

ABSENT:

STAFF:
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2.

Other documents presented to the Board for review were copies of:

o Work/Strategic Plan

o Marketing Plan

o FY2016 Budget

Jensen also presented the BOCC with the Great Rift payroll expense reimbursement in
the amount of 55946.00. Jensen informed the BOCC that in the event any rates had
changed in payroll, an additional payment could be issued, but she felt it was necessary
to at least get the majority of the payment issued and in the books. Jensen then
brought to the attention of the BOCC that her 3o/o raise for 2015 was not established at
the beginning of the year. A payment has been issued to Power County to cover the
difference in the increase. The Board then informed Jensen that the increase would in
fact change the payroll tax & benefit costs beyond what was included with the
SS,g+0.00 payment. In closing, Jensen informed the Board that, with the annual grant
application and increasing competition for the grant funds, the State involvement with
funding the Great Rift Business Development would be declining soon. She stated that
it was a fair expectation that state funding will phase out over the next few years, with
allocated funds decreasing incrementally, as the state pushes such businesses to
become self-funding. Great Rift has been working with the state for 8 years.
Commissioner Funk thanked Kristen for the ongoing updates and information, and
noted that with the new perspective from Commissioner Lasley and subsequent
inquiries, the knowledge shared has been beneficial to the BOCC and their ability to
stay involved.

Sherriff Jeffries - Service Agreement & Contract Modification: Power County Sheriff
Jim Jeffries presented the Board with an agreement for Curtis Boyer with Golden K

recycling to collect cooking oil & grease from Power County Jail. Commissioner
Anderson noted there was no collection fee, which is common with larger
establishments such as restaurants. Sheriff Jeffries then presented the new BOR patrol
contract. There was brief discussion about the areas patrolled. SheriffJeffries noted a

modification to the contract in which the BLM is requesting permission to use radio
frequencies in the area. Sheriff Jeffries wanted to allow use of a frequency that is not
encrypted (law Enforcement). lf the BLM would like another frequency, they will need
to contact Clark Radio to get further services which have certain fees. A detailed copy
of these reports is available upon request at the Clerk's office.

Sheriff Jeffries- Receipt of a Gift (Amended Agenda lteml: Following a motion to
amend the agenda, discussion moved to a firearm that was presented as a gift to the
Sherifffrom a close friend and community member, Jim Pahl. Ryan Petersen, the Power
County Prosecutor, offered that in his research on the matter, his findings are that the
Sheriff may accept the gift as there are no current legal matters concerning the parties
involved and that the friendship precedes the Sheriff's time in office. Should any future
criminal proceedings involving the gift grantor and grantee directly, this particular gift
would need to be "farmed" out. Petersen would like the record to show that in his
research and his own opinion, there is no substantial reason why SheriffJeffries could

3.
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3.

not accept the gift. The BOCC offered concerns that accepting the gift may mar Sheriff
Jim Jeffries' reputation in any future campaigns, but it was recognized that there is no
intent to manipulate or bribe with the presentation of the gift, and that the likelihood
of any future legal matters involving Mr. Paul are low. Commissioner Anderson would
like the record to reflect that the presenter of the gift, Mr. Jim Paul, is not a resident of
Power County and therefore would not be participating in any voting or other county
matters.

Sheriff Budget Inquirv-Purchase of Vehicles and Awning: Discussion moved to the
FY2016 budget under agenda item Miscellaneous- Budget Inquiries, concerning vehicle
purchases by the Power County Sheriff Department. The original budget request was
for the consideration of two 2015 vehicles. Sheriff Jeffries urged a decision be reached
soon as the 2015 model vehicles are phasing out soon, and any delay may force him to
look at 2016 models, which would cost more and would change his budget request.
Referring back to a previous conversation, Commissioner Funk noted that if the
sheriffs department was able to sale any vehicles they obtained via drug seizures or
any surplus vehicles, the department would be able to put those funds towards the
purchase of an additional third new patrol vehicle. The current budget request is for
consideration of purchasing either two (2) pickups or one (L) car and one (1) pickup.

Commissioner Anderson suggested considering running any surplus vehicles through
the Prime Time Auctions services. There is a certain commission retained, but
Anderson has observed that other counties and entities seem to have better success

there than doing private sales. Sheriff Jeffries continued that 2015 pickups will be
phasing out sooner than the cars, so the priority is to order any pickups ASAP. The BOCC

then revisited discussion about the purchase of an awning for the Power County Jail as

well. lt was noted that in inclement weather, the area that inmates were transported
outside became hazardous and the awning would help correct that risk.

Southeast Health Dept. Quarterly Reporting: Southeast Health District 6
representative Judy Hoopes provided the BOCC with copies of the Health District 4th

Quarter report, then led a verbal review of the included information. A detailed copy
of the report is available upon request at the Clerk's office.

Ambulance Administration & Financial Report: Ambulance Director Di Jones appeared
and submitted the Power County administration & financial report for the Power
County Ambulance to the BOCC. A detailed copy of the report is available upon request
at the Clerk's office. There was a brief discussion about the payments collected. Swan

Valley Ambulance has contacted director Di Jones in regards to possible equipment
purchases, as well as 24-hour shift work to possibly pick up other EMT/ paramedics to
come and work for Power County Ambulance. The BOCC requested an inquiry of
unapplied balances, as well as a descriptions of balances for future reports.

Claims: Rhea Peterson, Power County Deputy Clerk, submitted the claims approval
report to the board. A detailed copy of the report is available upon request at the
Clerk's office. A discussion of claims ensued. The amount of 552.98 for "Power County
Senior Citizens" (travel expense) should be changed to "Extension Service, Scott Nash",

4.

5.

6.
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(travel expense), Page 10 of report. The Board then discussed budgets that have
exceeded their 2015 Fiscal Year amounts.

7. Treasurer/Clerk Quarterlv Reports: Treasurer Deanna Curry appeared and submitted
the board with the quarterly report for the months of March 2015 through June 2015.
A brief discussion was held. A detailed copy of the report is available upon request at
the Clerk's office.

8. Quarterlv Jail Inspection: Completed by Commissioner Anderson.

9. Budget Inquiries: The following items were discussed by the BOCC as matters of budget
inquiry:

. Postage re-evaluation for Assessor, Mary Annen.
o Necessary training and an increase of available funds for the Assessor, Mary Annen
o Travel funds for the Assessor, Mary Annen
o Travel funds for Indigent and Clerk, Sharee Sprague
o Funding for Medical Indigent, Professional Medical Review,
o Power County Landfill expenditures for capital
o Waterways
o Search and Rescue / radios 55,700.00, line item creation / communications

10. Adult Probation: Commissioner Funk informed those present that after a discussion
with Wade Dishon, Adult Probation officer Mike Duncan will be staying with Power
County, and his present salary/agreement will continue.

There has been a request from Dishon Enterprises that Power County put forth a

512,000 minimum budget for FY16 to supplement towards the Adult Misdemeanor
Probation position salary. This is a considerably less cost than hiring a full time
probation officer and any necessary support staff such as clerical.

The BOCC reviewed the current budget and discussed potential locations for the new
proposed funds. lt was agreed that the BOCC would like to use current budget line 09-
00-670-00, designated as "Misdemeanor Probation/Drug Court- Contracts".

11. Extension Agency and 4-H Coordinator Office Room: The BOCC discussed the space
being considered and what to do with the miscellaneous items being stored there.

B. MOTIONS:

L. Approve Agenda: Commissioner Lasley made a motion to approve the current agenda,
Commissioner Funk with the second; All in favor, none opposed. Carried.

2. Accept Bureau of Reclamation Service Agreement: Commissioner Anderson made a

motion to accept the presented service agreement with Golden K Recycling.
Commissioner Lasley offered a second. All members were in favor, none opposed.
Carried.

3. Accept Amended BIM Contract: Commissioner Funk moved to accept the amended
contract with the BLM. Commissioner Lasley provided a second.
All members in favor, none opposed. Carried.

4. Amend the Agenda: Commissioner Anderson made a motion to amend the agenda to
include discussion of a gift presented to sheriff, based on the availability of time and the
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9.

7.

8.

10.

1_L.

12.

presence of all Board Members, the Sheriff, and the Prosecutor to resolve the matter as

it has been drawn out for quite some time.
Second was made by Commissioner Funk. All members were found in favor, none
opposed. Carried.
Accept Southeast Health District Quarterlv Report: Commissioner Funk moved to
accept the presented report. Commissioner Anderson second. All in favor, none
opposed. Carried.
Accept Ambulance Report: Chairman Funk moved to accept the month end summary
report, with a second by Commissioner Lasley. All in favor, none opposed. Carried.

Power Countv Ambulance Accounts Pavable: Motion by Commissioner Anderson to
cease further collections for monies for Stephen Agee and Zackery Spencer by Power
County Ambulance, a second was made by Commissioner Lasley. All members were in

favor, none opposed. Carried.

Accept Claims Report: Rhea Peterson, Power County Deputy Clerk, submitted the
claims approval report to the board. A detailed copy of the report is available upon
request at the Clerk's office. The Board then budgets that have exceeded their 2015

Fiscal Year amounts. Motion by Commissioner Lasley, to accept the claims approval
report with the exception of Page 10, Power County Senior Citizens that should be

changed to Power County Extension Services, Scott Nash. Second by Chairman Funk. All
members were in favor, none opposed. Carried.

Retail Beer and Wine License Application of CHS INC dba BINGHAM COOPERATIVE:

The application for a beer and wine license came before the Commission at 3:03 pm.

The applicant, CHS INC dba BINGHAM COOPERATIVE requests approval of retail alcohol
beverage f icense for 20t5-20L6, namely draught and bottled or canned beer.
Roll call of attendance:

o Bill Lasley

o Ron Funk
o Delane Anderson
o Jennifer Rupp

A motion to approve the application for approval of retail alcohol beverage license for
2Ot5-20I6, namely draught and bottled or canned beer was presented by
Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following roll call vote,
motion carried unanimously and the record concluded at 3:07 pm.
Approval of Treasurers Quarterlv Reports: Motion to accept the Treasurers Quarterly
Report as submitted by Commissioner Anderson, with a second by Chairman Funk. All in
favor, none opposed. Carried.

Cancellation of Taxes: Motion made by made by Commissioner Funk to forgive the
amount of 515.50 property taxes for 2014 and 520.31 penalty fees, for a total of 535.91
for Mark Swanson (MHZO42O-03), due to the fact the property is no longer in existence.
Second by Commissioner Lasley. All in favor, none opposed. Carried.

Disburse Surplus Propertv: Commissioner Anderson made a motion to declare all
unused property in the Youth Center area which is established as owned by the county
as surplus property and that it is to be sold or disbursed with all proceeds going to the
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benefit of the youth center. Commissioner Lasley offered a second. All in favor, none
opposed. Carried.
Purchase Gift for Youth Center: Commissioner Anderson also made a motion that Power
County purchase a large flat screen T.V. on behalf of the Power County Youth Center in
gratitude for their cooperation and assistance in converting the computer lab space into
an office area for the use of the 4-H Coordinator and Extension Agency. Commissioner
Lasley offered a second. All in favor, none opposed. Carried.
Obtain Construction Bids: Commissioner Anderson motioned that Power County begin
obtaining bids for the necessary fixtures and materials needed for the construction to
separate the new 4-H coordinator office space from the Youth Center and tie in with the
Extension Agency space. Commissioner Funk second. All in favor, none opposed.
Carried.
Approval of Past Meeting Minutes: A motion to accept the regular board meeting
minutes for July 6, 20t5, and July t3, 20L5, and to accept the board of equalization
meeting minutes for July L3,20L5, was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second
by Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible callof the board, motion carried.

C. POINTS OF ORDER:

1. Great Rift Economic Development MOU & Benefit Reimbursements: The BOCC

directed payroll clerk Carolyn Skenandore to review payroll records in the near future
to determine exact payment amount for Kristen Jensen's employer benefit costs
reimbursement.
The BOCC decided to give the MOU to their legal counselfor review, and hope to have
an approval prepared by the next meeting, August 10th.

2. Fall Vaccinations: Judy Hoopes will be in touch with Payroll Clerk Skenandore to
schedule Fall vaccinations for the county employees.

3. Concerns of Gift to Sheriff Jeffries: Commissioner Funk voiced that the BOCC was in
agreeance that the gift to Sheriff Jeffries from Jim Pahl is permissible, and that any
further discussion on the matter would be directed to the Prosecutor's office and/or
Sheriff Jeffries.

4. Purchase of Sheriff Vehicles and Bids for Jail Awnine: Following brief discussion,
Sheriff Jeffries requested permission to go ahead and begin the order processing on
two new pickups with the understanding that the financial dealings will need to wait
untilthe 2016 budget commences, to which the BOCC agreed. SheriffJeffries will also
look into Bids on an awning for the Jail.

5. Public Defender Office: In attendance from the audience was Attorney Abe Luca.
There was brief discussion by the Board with Mr. Luca regarding the current status of
a Public Defender contract. Mr. Lucas was advised to make contact with Clerk Sharee
Sprague for further contract information at this time.

6. Aflac - Increase FSA cap: Payroll Clerk Skenandore will look into current county liability
and ability to track claims.

7. Fair Board Emplovees: Tabled until Deputy Prosecutor Anson Call returns from
vacation and is present to follow the direction of |CRMp.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

13.

L4.

15.
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Personnel pursuant to l.C. 967-2345(11(al 11:33 am: A Motion to enter into executive
session pursuant to l.C. $67-2345(1Xa)to discuss landfill personnel requests, job duties,
and performance, was made by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner
Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motioncarried.

Personnel pursuant to l.C. 067-2345(1Xal 12:26 pm: A Motion to exit executive
session pursuant to LC. 967-2345(L)(a) was made by Commissioner Lasley with a

second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion
carried.

Personnel pursuant to l.C. 067-2345(11(a) 1:0a pm: A Motion to enter into executive
session pursuant to l.C. S67-2345(1Xa) to consider hiring a public officer, employee,
staff member or individual agent, wherein the respective qualities of individuals are to
be evaluated in order to fill a particular vacancy or need, was made by Commissioner
Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the
motion carried unanimously.

Personnel pursuant to l.C. 557-2345(11{al 1:22 pm: A Motion to exit executive session
pursuant to l.C. 567-2345(L)(a)was made by Commissioner Anderson with a second by
Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible call of the board, the motioncarried.

Indigent pursuant to l.C. 967-2345 2:03 pm: A Motion to enter into executive session
pursuant to l.C. 967-2345, to consider records that are exempt from disclosure under
Chapter 3, Title 9, ldaho Code, specifically indigent medical applications was made by
Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call
of the board, the motion carried.

Indigent pursuant to l.C. 967-2345 2:21 pm: A Motion to exit executive session
pursuant to l.C. 67-2345 was made by Commissioner Funk with a second by
Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible call of the board, the motion carried.

V. ASSESSMENTS/CONCLUSIONSi

1. Next Meeting: The next regular session for the board to meet is slated for Monday,
August 10th, 20L5.

2. Adiourn: Having no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was
adjourned at 4:50 pm.

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of County Commissioners during the Regular
Board Meeting held September 28, 20L5.

L.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

MISSIONER FUNK. Chairman

ERSON, Deputy Clerk

POWER COUNTY COMMISSION
REGULAR SESSION MINUTES
Monday, July 27,2075

Page l7ol7



The following is a record of parties that participated in the Business
of the Power County Commissioners on Monday, July 27,20ts

ARRIVED APPEARED LEFT

8:59 AM
3: 50 PM

Carolyn Skenandore 1:30 PM

5:00 PM
8:40 AM Bill Lasley 5:00 PM
8:53 AM Ron Funk 5:00 PM
8:53 AM Delane Anderson 5:00 PM
9:05 Kirsten Jenson, Great Rift 9:34 AM
9:30 Jim Jeffries, PC Sheriff 10:11 AM
9:42 Ryan Peterson, Prosecutor 10:00 AM
10:11 Judy Hoopes LOz2O AM
Lz20 PM Di Jones, Ambulance Director 1:58 PM
2:00 PM Linda Annen, Indigent Director 2z 22 PM
2z 25 PM Rhea Petersen, Deputy Clerk 2:50 PM
3:15 PM Deanna Cu fiy, Treasurer 3:48 PM
3:45 PM Abe Luca 3257 PM
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