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Vernon Nelson-via Telephone

Stephan ie Heaton
Patty Porath
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Assessor Mary Annen
Cheryl Sheldrick Halling

OTHER PARTIES PRESENT: Treasurer Deanna Curry

Di Jones

Judge Paul Laggis

Kristen Jensen

Jarod Rick

Craig Heward
Ping Yan

III. AGENDA

A. NOTICES/REPORTS

1. FY19 lndi gent Delense Grant Uodate: Clerk Sha ree Sprague appeared in front of the

commission and advised that Power county's FY2019 lndigent Defense Grant

application has been approved in the amount of s50,000.00. Clerk sprague also

advised that this approval replicates the signatures required by the ldaho State Public

Defense commission (PDC) when applying for the grant, however this year, they are

having the Commission sign again as agreeing to the award of the grant. The lndigent

Defense Grant Agreement Form was presented and signed by the Board of county

Commissioners.
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Monday, June 25,2018,9:08 a.m.

I. CALLTO ORDER

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, June 25, 2018, and called

the meeting to order at the hour of 9:08 am, in the Commission Chambers of the Power County

Cou rthouse.

il. coMMrssroNERs/srAFF

PRESENT: Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair

Commissioner Delane Anderson

Commissioner Bill Lasley

ABSENT: None

STAFF: Sharee SPrague, Clerk

Robertta Matulis, Deputy Clerk

Maureen Schelske, Deputy Auditor
Anson Call, Legal Counsel



2. Landfill Update: Landfill Department Head Craig Heward appeared before the
Commission to discuss services. Mr. Heward updated the Board on personnel, training
status and plans. He advised the Board that all Landfill Employees received CAT

Training as Level ll Operators and that he has supplied the Clerk's office with employee
training certificates to be filed in employee files. Commissioner Funk and Lasley asked

Mr. Heward about future trainings and tests and stated that they would look into
providing him with an operator's type of test/training. Mr. Heward advised that he

has contacted Southern ldaho Waste about trainings and the only thing that he has

received is a 52 week program and he feels that it is very hard to be able to get all of
his employees in to do that training. The hiring process as far as training goes was

discussed. Fee Schedule was discussed, Commissioner Funk stated that the Board

along with Mr. Heward could get with Prosecutor Anson Call and come up with a more

solid fee schedule taking everything into consideration to include, budgeting,

surrounding county fee structures and taxes collected. Fees/Expenses need to be

justified and also to consider fixed income individuals such as Senior Citizens.

Concerns with employee domineer regarding public relations was discussed along with
having the water located out at the Landfill tested. Upon conclusion, the Commission

conceded that Commissioner Anderson will meet with Mr. Heward and Anson Call to
discuss fee structures and then provide an update to the Board of Commissioners. Mr.

Heward was given several directives and will report back to the Commission on July 9,

2078, for an update.
3. Public Defense Commission Update: Jared Rick of the Public Defense Commission

(PDC) appeared before the Board and provided an update and a copy of the 2018 PDC

Negotiated Rulemaking Meetings Workbook. Mr. Rick discussed the workload

standard, which is the standard that we have to create/use regarding contracts and

annual reporting, also stating that they do intend to create model contracts for
counties to use when it pertains to attorneys and applying with standards. Mr. Rick

atso advised that the annual report is being worked on currently and asked for possible

suggestions that the Commissioners would like to be seen in that annual report.

Commissioner Anderson brought up his concern with Conflict Public Defenders and

funding for that position. Mr. Rick advised the Board that in the past there has been a

study that showed counties were deficient in public defense, which is why the PDC

was established. Commissioner Funk stated that the issue in the past with contracts

was approaching it from a bid type of standpoint and how creating a situation where

subpar representation could possibly be created and without having a cap for the

County makes it difficult when referencing operating costs of having a conflict public

defender due to workload standards, expressing his concerns that it will raise the cost

of the conflict public defender contract. Commissioner Anderson enquired about

where our County is on getting a regional PDC office and was advised by Mr. Rick that,

that is currently in discussion in Region two (2) and that they are trying to set up a

pilot program that they could take to their local legislature for funding. PDC may be

able to provide assistance in hiring a conflict public defender when that issue arises

and that the pDC wants to make sure that those hired to be a conflict public defender

are doing what they are supposed to be doing and upholding their contract and that
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an hourly rate may be the best way to approach the cost issue. The Commission
thanked Mr. Rick for his provided guidance and information and informed him this will
be an ongoing issue that they will continue to discuss.

4. Prosecutor Department Budget Hearing: County Prosecutor Anson Call appeared
before the Commission and presented his proposed budget request for the new fiscal
year. Mr. Call requested that some funds be moved between accounts, but otherwise
would recommend his budget total remain the same as the current fiscalyear.

5. Court A nted s cial Advocate CASA Bu et Hearin U ate: Patty Porath,

Jerad Marchand and Leslie Schei of CASA appeared before the Commission and

presented their proposed budget request for the new fiscal year.

6. Emersencv Mana ement: Di Jones appeared before the Commission and adviseds

them that she needs more guidance as far as Grant projects and where they would like

to sanction that money to go. Commissioners advised Ms. Jones that they would like

the money to go towards PAPES mountain.

7. Cvber Securitv Uodate: Clerk Sprague provided the Commission with a Cyber Security

Update. Clerk Sprague stated that she has been working with Computer Arts and the
Supreme Court as far as computer training for safety and that the current systems

have slowed down drastically and she will be working with Computer Arts trying to get

that issue diagnosed and fixed. Clerk Sprague advised that she has been working with
ICRMP as far as insurance claims, contacted the City of American Falls advising that
ICRMP would need to file a separate claim and is scheduled before the American Falls

City Council to explain the details of the virus.

MOTIONS:

Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda for Monday, June 25, 2018, was presented

by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following audible call

of the Board, motion unanimously carried.

FY19 Economic Development Grant: Kristen Jensen of Great Rift Business

B

7

2

Development appeared before the Commission and advised that she was chosen to go

with the ldaho Commerce team to the Economic event with other national leaders. Ms.

Jensen advised that the amount of water our area has available has heightened

interests. One being, Project lnspirit, which would include a light industry which is

estimated to cost one hundred (S100) million dollars. They need one (1) million gallons

of water per day and seventy (70) acres with access to thirty (30) megawatts of power

will be needed. They also want a wastewater treatment facility which can handle three-

hundred thousand (300,000) gallons per day. Commissioner Lasley advised that leasing

water would require provided time before it could be leased. FY2019 EDPRO (Rural

ldaho Economic Development Professional) Grant in the amount of 530,000.00 was

presented to the Commission, approved and signed by the Board of County

Commissioners.

3. Conve ne as Ambulance District Board at 11:26 am: A motion to adjou rn as the Power

County Board of County Commissioners and convene as the Power County
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Ambulance District Eoard was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by
Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion
unanimously ca rried.

Power Countv Ambulance Administration & Financial Report: Director Di Jones

appeared before the Board and presented the accounts receivable reports from Entrada
for the date ending April 30, 2018. Following discussion, a motion to accept the
Financial Reports as submitted was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a

second by Commissioner Funk. Following audible call of the Board, motion
unanimously ca rried.

5. Reconvene as Board of Coun Commissioners at 11:35 am: A motion to adjourn as

the Power County Ambulance District Board and reconvene as the Power County

Commissioners was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner

Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

6. Treasurer U date: Treasurer Deanna Curry presented the Board of Commissioners withD

a LGIP monthly statement, Treasurer's Cash, Joint Quarterly Report ending May 31,

2018. Reports were discussed and reviewed by the Board and following discussion, a

motion to accept the reports was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by

Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, motion

unanimously ca rried.

7. Health West G rant Update: Stephanie Heaton Director of Grant and Special Programs

of Health West appeared before the Commission and spoke about the environmental

review record report in regards to the Health West American Falls Community Health

Center remodel. Ms. Heaton advised that the Grant will not be fully approved until they
get through the environmental report. Anticipated start date will not be until October

and the clinic will stay open through construction with proposed completion by April

201.9. Commissioner Funk and Prosecutor Anson Call advised Ms. Heaton that the

Sheriff's Office is looking for a local third party collection location for blood samples.

Ms. Heaton advised that she would speak with her clinic supervisors about possible

services. Reports were discussed and reviewed by the Board and following discussion, a

motion to accept the reports was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by

Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call of the board, motion

unanimously ca rried.

Claims: A motion to approve the claims approval report in the amount of 5L54,282.07

was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following

an audibte call of the board, the motion unanimously carried. Upon approval of the

Board, the summary of claims paid are as follows;

Paid

OOOl GENERAL FUND (CURRENT EXPENSE) 5 24,982.32

5 424.83

OOO4 POWER COUNTY AMBULANCE DIST. 5 992.7L

s 16,060.00
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OOO3 FAIR BOARD

OOO5 POWER COUNTY ABATEMENT DIST.



0006 DISTRICT COURT 5 2,4s4.20

9. Convene as Board of Equalization at 3:02 pm: A motion to adjourn as the Power

County Board of County Commissioners and convene as the Power County Board of
Equalization was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner

Lasley. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

10. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPA2005-16: Applicant Ping Yan appeared and

requested the property value of his property be reduced based on comparable
residences. The applicant presented the following exhibits to validate his assessed

taxable values on comparable properties;

Exhibit 1 Computer screen shot of Power County Parcel No. RPA1182-00 located

at 740 Calder Ave, American Falls, lD - valued at 5309,200 (updated

Jan ua ry 2018)
Exhibit 2 Computer screen shot of Power County Parcel No. RPA1337-00 located

at 538 W Park St, American Falls, lD - valued at 5237,675 (updated

April 2018)
Exhibit 3 Computer screen shot of Power County Parcel No. RPA1182-00 located

at 740 Calder Ave, American Falls, lD - valued at 5276,325 (updated

April 2018)
Exhibit 4 Computer screen shot of Power County Parcel No. RPA2005-18 located

at 108 Shirley Ln, American Falls, lD - valued al 5225,-190 (updated

April 2018)

Exhibit 5 Applicants' Notice of Hearing and application

ln rebuttal, contract appraiser Richard Hartley explained the process used to establish

the valuation of the applicants property. Mr. Hartley presented the following exhibits;

ExhibitA 2018 Residential Property Appraisal Report for properties located in
Power CountY

Exhibit B Real estate listing for comparable property located at 108 Sunset,

American Falls, lD - valued at 5254,900 (printed June 25,2078\
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OOOS JUSTICE FUND s 49,911.s0

OOO9 DRUG COURT 5 7,774.48

OO1O ENHANCED 911 SERVICES S 208.10

OO15 ELECTIONS 5 484.42

0016 INDIGENT S :,gzs.rs
OO17 JUNIOR COLLEGE TUITION 5 14,s00.00

5 467.73

OO23 SOLID WASTE (LANDFILL)

0024 TORT s 1,610.00

OO27 WEEDS 5 2,366.L4

OO38 WATERWAYS S 99s.08

OO5O PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES s 1,s68.38

Total Amount Paid 5 ts4,282.O7

OO2O REVALUATION

5 32,L62.83



Exhibit C Real estate listing for comparable property located at 100 Grace,
American Falls, lD - valued at 5330,000 (printed June 25,201.81

Mr. Hartley referenced sales comparisons from Exhibit A for properties in the same
neighborhood as the applicant's residence. Mr. Hartley presented square footage
comparisons for sales data in the tax code area. Legal Counsel Anson Call advised the
Board of evidentiary obligation of the applicant. The Board entered into deliberation.
Legal Counsel Call advises that the first obligation of the Board is to determine if the
applicant has proven that the Assessor was incorrect in the appraisal. Upon conclusion,
a motion to uphold the valuation as assessed at 5359,450.00 was presented by
Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following audible call
of the Board, motion unanimously carried.

1,1,. Assessment Correction on Parcel #MH20044-02: Assessor Mary Annen a ppeared

before the Board and recommended correcting the assessment performed on parcel

number MHZ0044-02 on the grounds that the Office Trailer was originally assessed too
high. Contracted Appraiser concurs with the recommendation. A motion to correct the
assessed amount for parcel number MHZOO44-O2 was presented by Commissioner
Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible call of the
board, the motion unanimously carried.

72. Assessment Correction on Parcel #MH20364-04: Assessor Mary Annen appea red

before the Board and recommended correcting the assessment performed on parcel

number MHZ0364-04 on the grounds that the mobile home is currently being used as a

storage unit. Therefore, the codes used to assess the property were imputed
incorrectly and should be corrected. A motion to correct the assessed amount for
parcel number MHZ0364-04 was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by

Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously
ca rried.

13. Assessment correction on Parcel #PPD0729-00: Assessor Ma ry Annen appea red

before the Board and advised that the original assessment listed and included leased

equipment which should be assessed to the owner and not the lessee. Therefore,

Assessor Annen recommends that the personal property assessment be corrected to a

valuation ol 547,527,535 minus a property exemption allocation 599,506.00 for a net

taxable value of 547,422,029. Upon conclusion, a motion to correct the assessed

amount for parcel number PPD0729-00 was presented by Commissioner Anderson with
a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion

unanimously carried.

74. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPD0729-00: Assessor Mary Annen appea red

before the Board and advised that upon meeting with the taxpayer, it was agreed that
the assessment was erroneous and the corrected valuation should be 528,351,685.
Upon conclusion, a motion to correct the assessed amount for parcel number RPD0729-

00 was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk.

Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

15. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPA1374-04: Assessor Ma ry Annen appeared
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before the Board and advised that there has been a reappraisal conducted of the City of
Rockland parcel number RPA1374-04 and that the lot has been for sale for 519,000.00
and after Mr. Hartley reassessed the parcel, it was reduced down to S18,750.00. A
motion to correct the assessed amount for parcel number RPA1374-04 was presented
by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible
call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

16. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPD1972-00: Assessor Mary Annen a ppeared
before the board advising that upon visiting with the taxpayer, it has been determined
that the improvement is not livable and should be reduced in value pending demolition
and recommended the value of the improvement be reduced from $15,375.00 to
S10,000. Upon conclusion, a motion to affirm the land value to 593,414.00 and change
the improvement value to 510,000.00 for a combined taxable value of 5103,414.00 was
presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson.
Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

77. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPD0002-02: Assessor Mary Annen appeared
before the board advising that the lot value was erroneously assessed due to a clerical
error and recommends re-instating the previous assessed value of the land. Upon
conclusion, a motion to change the land value to 59,375.00.00 and affirm the
improvement value of 568,050.00 for a combined taxable value of 577,425.00 was
presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following

an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

18. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPA1374-04: Assessor Ma ry Annen a ppeared

before the board advising that upon revaluation, it has been determined that the parcel

is unable to be improved upon without installation of considerable fill dirt for front
footage and the owner has had the lot listed for sale without any interest and request

the valuation be reset to the previous assessment. Upon conclusion, a motion to
change the land value to 518,500.00 was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a

second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call of the board, the motion
unanimously ca rried.

19. Assessment Correction on Parcel #RPA1357-07: Assessor Ma ry Annen a ppeared

before the board advising that Alex Chizewsky under reported the loss to lease and bad

debt deductions were on the original assessment and adjustments were corrected and

completed with Kathlynn lreland with the State Tax Commission, and therefore
requests the Assessment be corrected by the Board of Equalization. Upon conclusion, a

motion to change the land value to 587,000.00 and the improvement value to
51,771.,370.00 for a combined taxable value of 51,258,370.00 was presented by

Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of
the board, the motion unanimously carried.

20. Reconvene as Board of Countv Commissioners at 5:08 Dm: A motion to adjou rn as the
Power County Board of Equalization and reconvene as the Power County

Commissioners was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner

Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
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27. Hardshi Exem ron lication RPB0017-00: Assessor Ma ry Annen appeared before
the Commission and reported that the applicant Cheryl Sheldrick Halling was able to
come up with enough funds to keep her property from proceeding to tax deed sale.
Applicant Cheryl Sheldrick Halling also appeared before the Commission and advised
that she believes the property is much older than anticipated and that she was able to
pay her 2014 balance in the amount of 52,707.96 that was due in order to keep the
property out of a tax deed sale. Ms. Halling also stated that she is able to pay SZOO.OO

or more per month towards the arrears owed and that it should fully be satisfied in one
year. Upon further discussion, a motion to forgive taxes in the amount of 51,600.12,
penalties in the amount of 534.36, and interest in the amount of 5523.04 for a total tax
forgiveness of S2,158.12 on Parcel Number RPB0017-00 was presented by
Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible
call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

22. Tax Cancellation on Parcel Nos. RPA0193-00 and MHZ0474-01: Assessor Mary Annen
appeared before the board advising that the Homeowner's Exemption was erroneously
removed pursuant to a change of address given upon the death of the homeowner.
Assessor Annen reports that they are required to maintain the exemption active for one
year and requests the valuation be corrected to reflect the homeowner's amount.
Upon conclusion, a motion to reinstate the homeowner's exemption on parcel numbers
RPA0193-00 and MHZO47 4-01 and cancel taxes accordingly was presented by
Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible
call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

POINTS OF ORDER:c

1. PILT Litigation Discussion: Coun ty Prosecutor Anson Call advised the Board about a

class action lawsuit currently going on in other areas. Mr. Call advised the board that
there are three different options that we can look into; joining the lawsuit, not joining

the lawsuit or sue on our own, separate from the class action. Deadline of September
74, 2078 to decide whether or not to join the class action lawsuit has been established.
Mr. Call advised the board that he would continue to research and reach out to other
counties to answer questions that were proposed about the lawsuit. Commissioner
Funk advised Mr. Call that this issue will be continued to the next Commissioner's
meeting on July 9, 2018.

2. Cemetery Water Update: County Prosecutor Anson Call presented a site of diversion
application to the Board. Mr. Call stated that everything looked good within the
application. The County would keep the water rights but, the location of the water
would be moved to where it was assessed. Mr. Nelson appeared via conference call

and advised the Board that he has not gotten the appraisal done as of yet and does not
consider it to be in a residential area but, an irrigation right. Commissioner Funk stated
that in order to move forward with this project he will need to have a better figure to
look at. Mr. Nelson stated that he would contact Commissioner Funk within the next

couple of days with an appraisal for parcel number RPA2979-06. Upon conclusion, this
matter was set to be further discussed at the next regular session on July 9, 2018.

3. Approval of Past Meetinp Minutes: Due to virus, past meeting minutes were not
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presented and were tabled until the next Commissioners meeting on July 9, 2018.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

1. Executive Session l.C.74-206(1Xb) 11:31 am: A motion to enter into executive session

to consider personnel actions pursuant to ldaho Code 7a-206(1)(b) was presented by

Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible call of
the Board, motion unanimously carried.

2. Executive Session l.C. 74-206 (1)(b I 11:35 am: A motion to exit executive session

pursuant to ldaho Code 74-206(1)(b) was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a

second by Commissioner Funk. Following audible call of the Board, motion

unanimously ca rried.

V. ASSESSMENTS/CONCLUSIONS:

1. Next Meet ins: The next regular session for the board to meet is slated for July 9, 2018.

2. Adiourn: Having no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn

was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk.

Following audible call of the Board, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at

6:36 pm.

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of county commissioners during the

Regular Board Meeting held July 19, 2018.

't-
$vn"fi,,rJ<-

COMMISSIONER FUNK, Chairman

ATTEST:

t4<-
SHAREE SPRAGUE, Clerk

POWER COUNTY COMMIS9ON Page 9 of 9

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES

Monday, June 25, 2078


