
POWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Meeting Minutes
Commission Chambers

543 Bannock Ave.
American Falls, ID 83277

www. pow e rco u ntv. i s, u s

Monday, February 23, 2015, 9:30 a.m.

I. CALI TO ORDER

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, on February 23,20t5, at
the hour of 9:30 a.m., in the Commission Chambers of the Power Countv Courthouse.

il. coMMtssroNERS/STAFF

PRESENT: Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair
Commissioner Delane Anderson
Commissioner Bill Lasley

None

Sharee Sprague, Clerk
Ryan Petersen, Legal Counsel

Brett Leyshon, Soil Conserv.
Deanna Curry, Treasurer
Dr. Wayne Miller, ISU

Garn Herrick, Computer Arts
lan Service (telephonlcally)
lvan Permann, PC Soil Conserv.
Jackie Morris, Sheriffls Dept.
James Hofmeister, Soil Conserv.
Jeff Stewart, Soil Conserv.
Jenni Rupp, Clerk's Office
Jim Jeffries, Sheriff's Dept.
Jonathan Huse, Computer Arts

Kevin Ostler, Sheriffs Dept.
Launa Snow, Citizen
Linda Annen, Clerk's Office
Marita Poulson, Soil Conserv.
Marla Glascock, Citizen
Mary Annen, Assessor
Maureen Schelske, Clerks's Office
Max Sprague, Sheriff s Dept.
Mitch Cromwell, Computer Arts
Pegi Long, Soil Conserv.
Rusty Sirwaitis, Citizen
Shane Harris, Computer Arts

ABSENT:

STAFF:

OTHER PARTIES PRESENT:

III. AGENDA

A. NOTICES/REPORTS

1. Power Countv Ordinances: Ryan Petersen advised that planning and Zoning has
passed an ordinance that will need to be calendared. Further, the County is in the
process of developing new ordinances related to sexting and reported development
of ordinance may require joint meetings between the City and County.
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3.

Power Counw Soil Conservation Annual Report: Power County Soil Conservation
Board presented their annual reDort to the Commissioners. The oarties discussed
options for enhancing interest scholarship applicants. The Conservation Board
shared information toward sharing the cost of educational props between other
County Districts. The Board requested that the Commission consider financial
support allocation of 57,500.00 as last year.

Bob Steinlicht - Securiw concern lBack Doorl: Requested business hours of the
Courthouse be posted on the doors and inquired if timer on back door be adjusted to
open shortly before 9:00 am and after 5:00 pm. The Board considered comments
from Deputy Sprague and Deputy Morris. Following discussion, Commissioner Lasley
will meet the necessary parties and devise a safe security plan to satisfy the security
issues at the back door. Commissioner Anderson will post office hours on the doors
of the Courthouse.

Computer Arts Inc. (CAl) Manarement: Mitch Cromwell and Shane Harris of
Computer Arts Information Systems provided the Commission with a history of their
business and proposed development. A time management system is implemented
and further development toward ACA Compliance is in progress. Commissioner
Lasley inquired as to networking issues between the County and lT. Shane Harris
shared the importance satisfactory customer service and direct and immediate
communication to rectify any concerns. Di Jones inquired as to the need of four (4)

CAD licenses for access. Sheriff Jeffries shared that the issue arose when the Sheriff
and City went to their own servers. Computer Arts explained the nature of the
security settings and discussed options for shared information. CAI will conduct
software demonstrations for department heads and elected officials.

Rustv Sirwaitis - Hardship Exemption: At the outset of discussion, Commissioner
Lasley disclosed a conflict and recused himself. Rusty Sirwaitis advised that his
property manager has neglected to pay his property taxes without his knowledge and
requests that late fees and interest be waived and allow re-payment ofthe past taxes
be paid over the next three (3) years. Treasurer Curry presented a detail of the tax
arrearage for the Commissioners. Launa Snow and Marla Glascock offered argument
in support of Mr. Sirwaitis. The Commissioners inquired of the parties for
determination and verified prior to this situation Mr. Sirwaitis was diligent in payment
of his tax obligations. The property owner provided a repayment plan to satisfy
outstanding arrearages and ongoing tax obligations.

Jail Budset: Sheriff Jeffries reported that the jail budget will be over due to
unforeseen repairs. Additionally, the walkway exiting the jail is unsafe in winter
conditions and a jailer has fell on the ice and a determination for best options for
safety needs to be assessed hopefully in the next budget cycle.

Bannock Countv Sheriffs Office Linco Bearcat: The Bearcat is a military vehicle that
the counties share. Last year the Commissioners paid 52,500.00 as our share ofthat
vehicle. The agreement was 52,500.00 annually for three (3) years. The use of the
shared equipment and shared tactical teams allows for services that we cannot
otherwise sustain the reouired services.
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Community Education: Commissioner Funk updated Dr. Miller on the past funding
for Escalera and the transfer of all funding and administrative duties to Escalera.
Commissioner Anderson shared the agricultural nature of our county. Commissioner
Funk inquired of ldaho State University's involvement and options for furthering
community education in Power County. Dr. Miller shared that their course runs for
eight (8) week blocks and they anticipate having 25-30 students enrolled in each given
block. He anticipates a seasonality component ofthe program. The marketing ofthe
program has not been substantial. The University has retained a Hispanic intern who
is from American Falls and another intern part-time who is teaching English as a
second language. The University is moving resources to American Falls to further
develop the program. The University is federally mandated to provide the services
and will continue to progress. The University requests an open dialogue with the
County to determine needs within the county. The Universityand Escalera programs
would be redundant in nature, with differences in the services provided. Dr. Miller
shares that the University would conduct an assessment to place participants with
the best educator to meet their needs. Commissioner Lasley shared the importance
of a partnership between the services and the county. Additionally ldaho State
University was awarded the Vista Grant for a period of one year that would assist with
service to Power County and that isn't costing anybody anything.

Building: Commissioner Anderson reports that the Building Administrator requested
that necessary concrete work on steps on north side of Courthouse and damage to
concrete at the Power County Clinic be repaired at the same time as the concrete
repair to the Annex is completed.

10. Eoard Appointments: Commissioner Anderson reported that last year Clay Erickson
had been appointed to the Preservation Board for a period offour (4) years,
however, lC 3L-47O2 states "each appointment shall be made for terms of three (3)
years", therefore, the appointment would need to be reduced for compliance.

B. MOTIONS:
1. Motion to Amend Asenda: A Motion to amend the Agenda to include the following

items was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner
Anderson. Following audible call of the Board, Motion carried and the Agenda was
amended to include;

. GubernatorialAppointmentRegulationsProposal
r Governor's Health Care Task Force Legislation
o HB 173 Legislation
r Indigent Application

2. Power Countv Soil Conservation District: A Motion to allocate S7,5OO.OO to the
Power County Soil Conservation District and agree to look at other options during the
budgeting process was presented by Commission Funk with a Second by
Commissioner Lasley. Following audible call of the Board, Motion carried.

8.
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4.

Treasure/s Reoort: A Motion to accept the Treasurer's Report was made by
Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following call of the
Board, Motion carried.

Rustv Sirwaitis - Hardship Exemption: A motion to forgive assessed taxes in the
amount of S 1,328.23, the S77.95 certification fee, late charges of $ 28.72, and 5542.28
interest for a total of S1,976.58 for the 2011 Tax year was presented by Commissioner
Funk, with a Second by Commissioner Anderson. Commissioner Lasley recused
himself from the matter. Following audible call of the Board, Motion carried.

Claims and Demands: A Motion to approve demands as presented was presented by
Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following audible call
of the Board. Motion Carried.

A Motion to accept the Claims Report with the exception of Claim #104175 was
presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following
an audible call of the board, the motion carried. The following claims were examined,
approved, and ordered paid. A detailed report is available through the Clerk's Office.

Fund Description Expenses
GENERAL FUND (CURRENT EXPENSE) S 7,954.86
POWER COUNWAMBULANCE DIST. S E,NZ.AZ
D|STR|CT COURT s 1,808.69
JUSTICE FUND S 10,706.87
ENHANCED 911 SERVTCES 5 4,158.63
ELECTIONS 5 ]4q.q+
INDIGENT S SSS.ZT

REVALUATION S 1,150.00
solrD wAsTE (LANDFTLL) S 3s,649.84
WEEDS S 554.93
PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES S 10,226.73

TOTAL S 76,035.84
Claims: A Motion to have all claims for the Power Countv Extension Office be
approved by Commission Chair Funk pending hiring of an Officer was presented by
Commissioner Anderson with a Second by Commissioner Lasley. Following audible
call ofthe Board, Motion carried.

Bannock Countv Sheriffs Office Linco Bearcat: A Motion to authorize the second
annual payment on the Bearcat Vehicle to be paid out of the Sheriff's budget was
presented by Commissioner Lasley with a Second by Commissioner Anderson.
Following audible call of the Board, Motion carried.

Minutes for December 15,2014 and Januarv 5, 2015: A Motion to accept minutes
for December L5, 2074, and January 5, 2OI5, as presented was made by
Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk. Commissioner Lasley
abstained from the motion. Following an audible call of the board, the motion
carried.

5.
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9.

10.

11.

Minutes forJanuarv 12 and 26,2015: A Motion to accept minutes for January 12 and
26,2OI5, as presented and publish a synopsis thereof was made by Commissioner
Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board,
the motion carried.

Pat Sullivan - Contract Lobbvist; A Motion to contract with Pat Sullivan as a lobbyist
on behalf of the County for $3000.00 per month through March, 2015 was presented
by Commissioner Lasley with a Second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an
audible call ofthe board, the motion carried.
Certificate of Residencv for Junior Collese Tuition l.C. 633-2110: A Motion to
approve the presented applications for Certificate of Residency pursuant to LC. 533-
2lIO for Junior College Tuition assistance through college of Southern ldaho was
made by Commissioner Anderson with a Second by Commissioner Lasley. Following
an audible call of the board, the motion carried and the following applications were
approveo;

. Destiny Line

. Ethan Simonson
r Hailey Driscoll
. Martha B Garcia

o Sadie Parish

fndisent Case f2015-02: A Motion to approve 545,580.27 for dates of service
I2/I/2OI4 - I2/5/2OI4, and deny on the grounds that treatment plans were not
provided for dates of service the claims for Pocatello Hospital, Llc. for dates of service
L2/6/2Ot4 - L2/3L/2OI4, in the amount of 525,773.O7, Portneuf Medical Practices for
dates of sewice l2/LL/2O74 - I2\U2O14, in the amount of 5156.00, Pocatello
Hospital, Llc. for dates of service I/l/2015 - t2/29/2015, in the amount of S29,345.56,
Portneuf Medical Practices for dates of service th3/2Df5 - L/L3/20L5, in the amount
of S156.00 and for dates of service 2/I0/2OLS - 2h0l2015, in the amount of S156.00,
for a total amount denied of 555,430.63, all of which is filed in indigent Case #2015-
02 was made by Commissioner FUNK with a second by Commissioner Lasley .

Following an audible call of the board, the motion carried.

13. IndiFent Case #2015-3: A Motion to deny Indigent Case #2015-3 on the grou nds that
Power County is not the obligated county and the applicant had other resources at
time of service was made by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner
Anderson. Following an audible call of the board, the motion carried.

L4. Indisent Case #2015-28: A Motion to deny Indigent Case #2015-28 was made by
Commissioner Funk to approve 5350.00 for with a second by Commissioner
Anderson. Following an audible call of the board, the motion carried.

15. Power County Historical Society/Museum Board Appointments: A Motion to re-
appoint Dianne May and Connie Rowland to the Power County Historical
Society/Museum Board for three (3) year terms expiringJanuary 2018, was presented
by Commissioner Anderson with a Second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an
audible call of the board. the motion carried.

16. Power County Historic Preservation Board Appointment: A Motion to re-appoint

L2,
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Arnie Burgemeister to the Power County Historic Preservation Board for three (3)

year term expiring January 2018, was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a

Second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible call of the board, the motion
carried.
Power Countv Historic Preservation Board Apoointment Reduction: A Motion to
reduce the appointment of Clay Erickson to the Power County Historic Preservation
Board to the statutory three (3) year term expiring January 2018, pursuant to lC 31-
4702 was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a Second by Commissioner
Lasley. Following an audible call of the board, the motion carried.

Power Counw Resolution No. 2015-01: A Motion to adopt Power County Resolution
No. 2015-01, a resolution to accept unanticipated revenue was presented by
Commissioner Anderson with a Second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an audible
call of the board, the motion carried.

POINTS OF ORDER:

1. Comouter Arts Inc. (CAll Manaeement: By consensus of the Board of County
Commissioners, all administrative lT access authority beyond current permissions
shall come before the Board of Countv Commissioners.

Rockland PRT Bus: By consensus ofthe Board of County Commissioners, service to
Rockland by the Pocatello Regional Transit is tabled until the next regularly scheduled
Commissioner's Meeting.

Reeional Readiness Rendezvous: The Rendezvous is scheduled for April 10-11, 2015
in Fort Hall this year. Commissioner Lasley has a prior obligation on the 10th, but will
attend the conference on the l1th.

Gubernatorial Appointment Regulations Prooosal: By consensus of the Board of
Commissioners, the ldaho Association of Counties shall be notified that the County is

in support ofthe Governor's proposal to give to county commissioners the authority
to appoint the first commissioners/d irectors of a newly started cemetery district, fire
district, recreation district, and highway district, as well as the authority to appoint
replacements for vacancies if the remaining commissioners/directors cannot agree
on a replacement. Commissioner Lasley will advise Dan Blocksom at ldaho
Association of Counties.

Governo/s Health Care Task Force Legislation: By consensus of the Board of
Commissioners, a letter in support of the Governor's Task Force recommendation for
implementation of Medicaid expansion for administration of indigent medical
expenses and determined mental health treatment costs shall be sent to the power
County Letislative Representatives.

HB173 - New Construction/Education: By consensus of the Board of Commissioners,
a letter requesting the Legislatures vote against assigned H8173 introduced by
Representative Moyle to take 50% of all new construction tax revenue going to taxing
districts, and put those funds into a dedicated account for schools to help pay off

L7.
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bonds and address safety issues shall be sent to the Power County Legislative
Reoresentatives.

rv. ExEcuTrvE sEsstoN:
1. l.C. 567-2345 4:32 pm: A Motion to enter into executive session pursuantto l.C. 967-

2345, to consider records that are exempt from disclosure under Chapter 3, Title 9,
ldaho Code, specifically indigent medical applications was made by Commissioner
Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the
board, the motion carried.

l.C, 067-2345 5:01 pm: A Motion to exit executive session pursuant to l.C. 67-2345
was made by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following
an audible call ofthe board. the motion carried.

v. AssEssMENrs/corus!9x!
1. Next Meetinsr The next regular session for the board to meet is slated for March 9,

20t5.

2. Adiourn: Having no further business to come before the Board a Motion to Adjourn
was presented by Commissioner Funk with a Second by Commissioner Lasley.
Following an audible call of the Board the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm.

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of County Commissioners during the Regular
Board Meeting held March 9,2015.

2.

COMMISSIONER FUNK, Chairman

PO W E R CO U NTY CO M M ISSI O N
REGUUR SESSION MINUTES
Monday, Februdry 23, 2075

P o g e I 7 of 7



The following is a record of parties that participated in the Business of
the Power County Commissioners on Monday, February 23,2015

ARRIVED APPEARED LEFT
8:30 AM Sharee Sprague 6:45 pm
8:30 AM Bill Lasley 6:45 pm
9:15 AM Ron Funk 6:45 pm
8:55 AM Delane Anderson 6:45 pm
9:34 AM Ryan Petersen 9:55 am
9:52 AM Marita Poulson 10:39 am
9:52 AM Ivan Permann 10:39 am
9:52 AM Pegi Long 10:39 am
9:52 AM Jeff Stewart 10:39 am
9:52 AM James Hofmeister 10:39 am
9:52 AM Brett Leyshon 10:39 am
l0:34 AM Deanna Curry 10:45 am
ll:03 AM Max Sprague 1l:10 am
ll:03 AM Jackie Morris 11:10 am
11:03 AM Shane Harris 12:33 pm
11:03 AM Mitch Cromwell 12:33 pm
11:04 AM Garn Herrick 12:33 pm
11:03 AM Jonathan Huse 12:33 pm
ll:05 AM Jim Jeffries 12:33 pm
11:05 AM Kevin Ostler 12:33 pm
1l:05 AM Deanna Curry 12:33 pm
1:35 AM Maureen Schelske 2:30 pm
2:08 PM Launa Snow 3:04 pm
2:08 PM Marla Glascock 3:04 pm
2:08 PM Rusty Sirwaitis 3:04 pm
2:08 PM Mary Annen 3:04 pm
2:08 PM Deanna Curry 3:04 pm
3:05 PM Jim Jeffries 3:57 pm
3:30 PM Dr. Wayne Miller 4:30 pm
4:26PlI Jenni Rupp 5:09 pm
4z26PM. Linda Annen 5:38 pm
5:19 PM Ian Service (telephonicallv) 5:23 pm
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