POWER COUNW BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Meeting Minutes
Commission Chambers
543 Bannock Ave.
Americon Falls, lD 83271
www. powe rco u ntv.

i

d. u s

Thursday, July 12, 2OL8,9:05 a.m.

I. CALL TO ORDER
The Board of County Commissioners met in special session Thursday, July L2,20!8, and called the
meeting to order at the hour of 9:06 am, in the Commission Chambers of the Power County Courthouse
r!. coMMrsstoNERs/srAFF

PRESENT:

Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair
Commissioner Delane Anderson
Commissioner Bill Lasley

ABSENT:

None

STAFF:

Sharee Sprague, Clerk

Robertta Matulis, Deputy Clerk
Anson Call, Legal Counsel
OTHER PARTIES PRESENT

Assessor Mary Annen
Deputy Assessor Megan Reilly
Reg. Director Farhana Hibbert
Reg. Director Josh Sorensen
Reg. Director Renee Richardson

Brooke Allen
Daniel Moore

Vicki Meadows
Kacy Gehring
Rep. Randy Armstrong
Rep. Kelley Packer
Sen. Jim Guthrie
Thayne Driscoll
William Meadows

III. AGENDA

A.

NOTICES/REPORTS

1.

Homeowners Recovery Proposal: Assessor Mary Annen and Deputy Assessor Megan Reilly
appeared before the Commission and advised the Commission on specific provisions
concerning Homeowner's recovery as stated in the printed Assessor's manual.
Commissioner Funk enquired about how many years they can go back as printed, Assessor
is up to seven (7) years. Assessor Annen provided supporting
Annen advised
documentation she received from other counties regarding Homeowner's Recovery and
address changes. Assessor Annen presented a proposal and plan and no action was taken at
this time by the board. Upon further discussion, this topic was tabled until a later date.
Lesislative Discussion: At the start of the discussion Commissioner Funk thanked everyone
for attending this discussion concerning Tariff issues and how it impacts loca!/individual
businesses. Mr. William Meadows owner of Mountain State Oil Seeds presented the facts of
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his business and how it works. They pay 8.8 million dollars out to growers. Payroll equals
5750,000 per year with 13 employees. S1.6 million dollars is provided to the local economy.
Mr. Meadows went on to further express his concerns with trade deficits as sanctioned by
the President and stated he gets 5500,000.00 worth of products from Canada. With the
5500,000 worth of products from Canada he is able to turn that into a 565 million dollar
profit for the U.S. economy, and he feels a negative trade balance isn't always a bad thing.
Mr. Meadows further explained that his Company has gained his markets by getting his
supply from Canada and stated he has taken markets from Canada and brought the money
made in the Mustard market to the U.S. and that he markets with Mexico and other
surrounding countries. Trade deficits has not impacted them when concerning mustard seed
but, stated that customers that they sale to are questioning if they can trust the U.S., in turn
those customers look into other countries for their needs. Mr. Meadows stated that if this
were to happen this small company would close and take away 565 million dollars'worth of
money/income from the U.S. and that he feels if trade Tariffs were to happen, other
countries will continue to move towards working with other businesses not in the U.S. and
expenses across the board need to be taken into consideration and trade needs to be
analyzed in more than one way. Congressional Representative Josh Sorensen asked Mr.
Meadows what percentage of his business he has lost since the Trade Tariffs have started,
with a response that it has brought his earnings down to-2Oo/o and market share isn't easily
built and if lost it would take a great amount of time to be rebuilt and a company may not
sustain that rebuild, stating it was approximately a 10-12 year process to establish Mustard
seed sales between countries and now they are viewed as a possible unreliable supplier due
to these trade tariff discussions from the White House. Taiwan has mentioned that due to
trade wars china and Taiwan have great tensions between them.
Mr. Driscoll represented the Driscoll Farms Hay industry statingthey are new with exporting
business and that they are parented with Chinese partners at a 50o/o/5Oo/o rate and have
shipped about 70,000 tons of Hay to Southeast Asia. Mr. Driscoll went on to state that
establishing a market share between Driscoll's and others has been difficult due to the
possibility of Tariff's and the installation of fear among those possible clients. Driscoll's has
managed to contract 130,000 tons of Hay. Most growers require payment upfrontfortheir
supplied product and this is before Driscoll's gets paid. lf Tariffs are put into place, Driscoll's
would be put into immediate risk. lt takes approximately 45 days before the Hay even gets
to the reception area of China and they do not receive payment until the Hay is received and
right now they are exporting 85% oftheir business to China and 15% to other markets' Mr.
Driscoll reported that his Hay business makes about 20 million dollars per year and that
Farmers from Brazil, Uruguay, Europe and Africa are dependent on exporting to other areas
aswell. Local areas they contract HayisfromTwin Falls area th roughout North of ldaho Falls
and more growers have gotten back into the Hay industry because ofthe exporting business
through Driscoll's. Local contribution and payroll numbers were not presented although,
they employ about 25 people and through their trucking department-they are shipping 400
tons per day. When shipping slows all labor force is affected and cash flow into the local
economy is slowed. SenatorJim Guthrie inquired about market need and Mr. Driscoll stated
they do not lack for need within the market and China is a huge market for the U.S. and they
import 90% of their Alfalfa needs and they need the quality the U.S. can supply but, due to

POW E R

CO U

NTY CO M M I SS IO N

REG U LAR SESSIO N

MI N UTES

Thursdov, ruly 72, 2O78

Poge 2 ol 4

fear China has slowed production and need by 4O-5Oo/o. Mr. Driscoll stated that he believes
Tariffs are not taking all angles of exporting into consideration.
Mr. Rick Phillips of Simplot advised that they would be greatly impacted in their potato
business dealing if Tariffs were to be enacted but, that he doesn't see that it would have
much impact on the fertilizer side of Simplot's business. Mr. Phillips went on to state that
Power County adds large impact into the economy because of what naturally grows in the
area. Mr. Phillips expressed that his Asia connections lost trust due to Trade war and fear of
tariffs has driven the market for potatoes down putting their business to Europe instead of
the U.S. and possibly losing key customers in Mexico. 200,000 jobs in ldaho are supported
by trade resulting in S 190 million dollars in payroll and money into our economy. Thesimple
th reat of tariffs is causing fear and that fear is paralyzing customers, causing them to look for
deals in other countries besides the U.S. Stopping operations with China, Canada and Mexico
could result in multi-million dollar damages.
Daniel Moore of the Power County Press added that news print comes from Canada and
wood has a tariff on it which has raised the cost of news print.
Rep. Randy Armstrong stated that he was invited to 8o to Washington D.C. and concerns
were shared across the board and communication between local government and
Washington is in place and Washington stated that they want to make things right and
Capitalism is believed in and working together can make it move forward in a more positive
way and believes it will get better, stating that he thinks President Trump will always come
out with the most difficult tariff and the most amount of money and then work his way down
and negotiate at a better price and much more workable situation.
Representative Kelley Packer stated she is impressed with the proactive nature of the
meeting and being able to listen to local businesses and their concerns/input has been
valuable.
Sen. Guthrie spoke to the Representative Delegates and asked if creating fare trade and
making it a positive way for the U.S., would field for a long range plan and is there a way to
summarize the benefits for the U.S. in a short term way? He went on to add that in his
opinion, the waythings are currently, it doesn't seem to be working. Sen. Guthrie also added
that having tariffs instills fear in other countries and their exporting of our goods but, on the
other hand, having tariffs can increase U.S. jobs and business with things made here.
The consensus of the conversation was the possibility of losing market shares thus
established relationships with other countries and local growers and to reestablish those

would take more time than a business could sustain.
Com missioner Lasley spoke to the agriculture business of farmers and how it can affect them
because of price competitiveness with other Countries and many variables need to be taken
into consideration, including good relationships and what can be done to help offset what is
happening with our overseas business. upon further discussion, the Commission thanked
the Congressional delegates for their willingness to hear our local concerns and in turn the
Congressional Delegate Representatives then thanked the attendees for their attendance
and willingness for the open discussion and will present their feedback/concerns to their
bosses.
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Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda for Thursday, July 12,2078, was presented by
Comm issioner Anderson with a second by Com m issioner Lasley. Following audible call ofthe
Board, motion unanimously carried..
Direct Communications Fiber Connection Continued Discussion: Brooke Allen of Direct
Communications appeared before the Commission and presented the amended service
contracts that he has reviewed with in-house counsel Anson Call. Going through the
Amended Service Contract, Mr. Allen advised the Board of contract specifics that were
amended that accomplished the County's needs and concerns, first being that dispatch
appointments be scheduled through the Clerk's office. Second being, the cancellation policy
and standard service level agreement has been attached to contract under Protected
Service/Un protected Service section. Commissioner Anderson enquired about his concern
ofthe cancellation clause. Clerk Sprague enqu ired about what kind of outages the company
experiences. Mr. Allen stated that typically its user error when it comes to fiber optic
connections due to the fiber optic lines being dug 36 inches below surface. Clerk Sprague
also asked Mr. Allen if it was still possible to have the connection completed by the middle
of September due to Court connection requirements for the new Odyssey system, Mr. Allen
stated that it would be completed by then. Mr. Allen did want to make sure the Commission
knows they take their service connections seriously and that there have been virus attacks
against their networks in the past but, they are diligent about getting the service back up as
quickly as they can. U pon fu rther discussion, a motion to accept and sign the service contract
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following
an audible call ofthe board, the motion unanimously carried.

IV. NO EXECUTIVE SESSION HEtD

V.

ASSESSMENTS/CONCLUSIONS:

1.
2.

Next Meetins: The next s pecial session for the board to meet is slated for July 19, 2018.
business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was
presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following
audible call of the Board, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 11:47 am.

Adiourn: Having no further

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of County Commissioners during the Regular Board
Meeting held August 13, 2018.
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