POWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Meeting Minutes
Commission Chambers
543 Bannock Ave.
American Falls, lD 83277
www. powe rcou ntv.
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Monday, March 11, 2019, 9:00 a.m.

I.

CATI TO ORDER

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, March 11, 2019, and called
the meeting to order at the hour of 9:09 am, in the Commission Chambers of the Power County
Courthouse.

il. coMMtsstoNERS/STAFF

PRESENT:

Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair
Commissioner Delane Anderson
Commissioner Bill Lasley

ABSENT

None

STAFF:

Sharee Sprague, Clerk
Flor Cardona, Deputy Clerk

OTHER PARTIES PRESENT:

Maureen Schelske, Deputy Auditor
Anson Call, Legal Counsel
Chelsy Fehringer, Payroll Specialist
Daniel Moore
Keri Pritchett
Pat Sullivan (Via phone)
Craig Heward
(Via
phone)
Steve Wieland
Jeff Rankin
Seth Meyer (Via phone)
Ray Henry
Deanne Coffin
Marc Beitia
Juan Ramirez
Rosa Mata
Josue Morales
Alyiah Pedraza
Marializ Barrera
Guadalupe Murillo
Stace Gehrhart
Matt Waldrum
Connie Shepherd
Carlos Cervantes
Blaine Udy
Sheriff Jim Jeffries
Judge Paul Laggis

III. AGENDA

A.

NOTICES/REPORTS

1.

Lesislative Updates: Pat Sullivan a ppeared telephonically and updated the Commission
on Legislative issues. Anson Call asked for update for House Bill 170. Mr. Call expressed
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to Pat Sullivan, no update was given. An update was given on Senate Bill 1041
allowing for enforcement of Ground Water District regulations by the ldaho Department
of Water Resources the bill has not passed Senate and headed to the house.
Commissioner Lasley asked about Senate Bill 1074 clarifying the obligations of a county
sheriff in providing medical care to individuals no longer in the sheriffs custody. pat
Sullivan has not tracked that bill he will follow up on the March 25, 20tg meeting. pat
Sullivan is scheduled for the Commissioner meeting on March 25,2OLg, via conference
his concern

2.

call.

Potential Ooioid lndustrv Litisation : Attorneys Steve Wieland and Seth Meyer appeared
telephonically advising that they are working on assembling county and city governments
to join current Ohio litigation against pharmaceutical companies for damages resulting
from the opioid crisis. Trial is scheduled for Oct, 2t,2019. Mr. Wieland reports that they
will be meeting with Bingham and Bannock County Commissioners on March 14, 2019.
Mr. Wieland explained the number of Opioid deaths has quadrupled in ldaho and that
there is an Opioid prescription written for every 2 out of 3 people (including man, woman
and child) in the State of ldaho and that prescription rates are much higher in ldaho than
surrounding states. The economic burden associated with the opioid crisis for
investigating overdoses, lost employee productivity with drug addiction, increased health
insurance cost and rehabilitation. Mr. Wieland reported on the numerous false
statements that the industry presents to the medical profession claiming the safety of
prolonged and increased use of Opioids. Mr. Wieland advises that in the State of ldaho
it is a S10 billion dollar a year industry and the number of prescriptions could kill an
estimated S2.3 million people. Mr. Wieland said they will be drafting all legal work in
Boise for the Multidistrict Litigation. Seth Meyer explained the global settlement process
that allows cities and counties to opt in for assistance. Mr. Meyer advised that the more
cities and counties that sign on the stronger the case and provides for a better chance of
settlement of the case.
Upon inquiry of Commissioner Funk Mr. Wieland advises that the counties are expected
to receive 40% of any award given by the Court. U pon inquiry of Commissioner Fu nk M r.
Meyer advised that deposition of county personnel is extremely unlikely. Anson Call
inquired about timelines and possible attorney fees. Mr. Wieland advises that there are
not specific timelines, however, entities that join prior to decision have a better chance
and higher rate of compensation. Mr. Wieland advises that should the entities lose the
case, the county would not be obligated to any attorney fees and if an award is given, the
attorney fees would be satisfied from the judgment prior to distribution to the remaining
parties. Commissioner Lasley inquired of the possibility of bringing physicians into the
litigation in the state of ldaho. Mr. Wieland reports that there is no anticipation to join
physicians into the litigation and their view is that the physicians are viewed as potential
victims. Commissioner Funk requested any proposed engagement letter and a resolution
draft be forwarded to legal counsel Anson Call for consideration and clarified that two
taxing districts are involved. One for the Ambulance District and the other for the County.
Mr. Wieland agreed to email necessary documentation to Mr. Call and the matter is
continued for further discussion to March 25,2079.
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3.

tandfill Update: Crai g Heward and Jeff Rankin appeared before the Commission and
presented the Commissioners with an update on Transfer Site services and personnel
changes. Mr. Heward advised that a job offer has been given for the part time position.
Mr. Heward reports that the Big Sky Transfer Site building is in need of some updates.
Commissioner Lasley directed Mr. Heward to look at his budget and see what can be
sustained and to account for any additional needs in the next fiscal year budget. Mr.
Heward will take pictures of the Big Sky Landfill and send them to Sharee Sprague for
distribution to the Commissioners.
Veteran Services Update: Veteran's Services Officer Ray Henry came before the
Commissioners and provided an update. Mr. Henry advised that the Department of
Veteran Affairs has cut money. Mr. Henry advised that he does not have any local
concerns and that budget is adequate to provide the services needed. Mr.Henryreports
that the VA in Pocatello has added a special program just for women. Mr. Henry said
transportation is provided if a Veteran doesn't have transportation for doctor
appointments. Mr. Henry was complimented by Commissioner Funk for his great service
to our Veterans. Mr. Henry said he plans on attending the next meeting will be in ldaho
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5.

6.
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lls.

Presentation: Future Farmers of America students presented before the Commission
on the proposed 25 mile trail from Seagull Bay to Massacre Rocks. Juan Ramirez the
session moderator explained the trail proposal and statistics. The proposed plan includes
the spread of bathrooms on the trail. The Students presented argument for and against
the proposal. The Commission inquired of the students. Upon inquiry, Mr. Ramirez
explained that the would propose local parties to donate time toward cleaning of the
bathrooms and trail. An easement was also discussed and liability on private property.
Castle Lake lnsurance Health Coverage Proposal: Matt Waldrum and Carlos Cervantes
from Castle Lake lnsurance came before the Commissioners and provided a health
coverage proposal. Mr. Cervantes reports that without shopping the comparison, he
would advise the county remain with the GEM Plan. Commissioner Anderson advises
that he would like to have the coverage shopped for comparison. Mr. Waldrum reports
that recent changes make it more feasible for counties to look at right now. Mr.
Cervantes reports that the county could specialize what coverage and prescriptions
would qualify. Upon conclusion of discussion, the Commission agreed that a model could
be developed and presented to the Commission for consideration.
Department of Juvenile Corrections annual report: Stace Gehrhart of the ldaho
Department of Juvenile Corrections appeared with Power County Juvenile Probation
Office Supervisor Connie Woodworth before the Commissioners and presented Annual
Juvenile Justice Reports for Power County. Mr. Gehrhart explained Department
personnel changes. Mr. Gehrhart discussed intakes, releases and arrests. Ms.
Woodworth talked about the tobacco cessation classes available. Ms. Woodworth
explained the new program, Opportunity Community, in which two (2) Juveniles are a
FFA

currently participating. Ms. Woodworth discussed detention

on

Saturdays.

Commissioner Lasley recommends to have a second person with her for the Saturday
detention for liability issues.

B.

MOTIONS:
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2.

3.

4.

Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda for Monday March 11, 2019, was presented
by Commlssioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible call
of the Board, motion unanimously carried.
Cascade Earth Sciences: Keri Pritchett cam before the Commissioners and presented a
contract. Ms. Pritchett said the contract is for 5 years. Fees have gone up from 5 years
ago. The fees are estimated. Ms. Pritchett says they have to document better with the
ground water plan.
Mr. Call provided his legal advice. Mr. Call wants a non-appropriation clause added to
contract. The signing ofthe contract is tabled for next meeting March 25, 2019. A motion
has been made by Commissioner Lasley, and seconded by Commissioner Funk have
approved the ground water plan. Following audible call of the Board, motion
unanimously carried.
Udv Electrical/ Power Countv Jail : Blaine Udy came before the commissioners and
presented a bid to replace the lighting in the jail. Mr. Udy advised that they went room
by room and counted fixtures at the Power County Jail. Mr. Udy advised about half of
the bid is for labor and half in parts and/or lights. Mr. Udy advised the estimate will be
533,600.00. Upon conclusion a motion to approve 533,600.00 to replace the lighting in
the jail presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley.
Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

Sherriffs Office Transportation Service: Sheriff Jim Jeffries presented a contract and
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Power County and Blue Knight
Transport Service for transportation services in order to transfer prisoners or mental
health patients. Legal counsel Anson Call advised that the said time frames are clear
recommends the MOU be executed. Upon conclusion a motion to execute the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Power County and Blue Knight
Transport Service was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner
Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.

5

Sherriffs Office Marine Patrol Grant: Sheriff Jim Jeffries presented the 2019 Budget
changes for actual expenditures related tothe Marine Patrol Grant. Following discussion,
a motion to accept the budgetary changes and direct the Elected Clerk to adjust the 2019
Fiscal Year Budget accordingly was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by
Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion
unanimously carried.

6

7.

Approval of Past MeetinE Minutes: A motion to accept minutes as printed for meetings
held on February 25,2OL9 and March 8, 2019 was presented Commissioner Anderson
with a second by Commissioner Funk Following an audible call of the board, the motion
unanimously carried.
Fair Housins Proclamation: ClerkShareeS prague presented a Fair Housing Proclamation

for the month of April 2019. Commissioner Funk read the Proclamation and upon
conclusion, a motion to proclaim April as Fair Housing Month, was presented by
Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible call of
the Board, motion unanimously carried.
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8.

9

Surplus Vehicle Bid Award: The Commissioners opened 10 sealed bids for the 2005 GMC
Sierra Truck. Upon conclusion, a motion to award the bid to Jose Medel was presented
by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following audible call
of the Board, motion carried. Deputy Clerk Cardona was directed to contact the bid
winner and coordinate payment and delivery of the same.
Claims: A motion to approve claim in the amount of 5149.00 was presented by
Commissioner Lasley, with a second by Commissioner Funk. Commissioner Anderson
abstained. Following audible callof the Board, motion unanimously carried. A motion to
approve the claims approval report in the amount of 5tL7,938.15 was presented by
Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call
of the board, the motion unanimously carried. Upon approvalof the Board, the summary
of claims paid are as follows;
FUND

Paid

0001 GENERAL FUND (CURRENT

EXPENSE)

OOO3 FAIR BOARD
OOO4 POWER COUNTY AMBULANCE DIST
OOO5 POWER COUNW ABATEMENT DIST

0006

DISTRICT COURT

zr,s64.L7

5
S

416.67

s
5
5

OOOS JUSTICE FUND

S

OOO9 DRUG COURT

3,333.61
16,060.00
2,s74.62
64,944.79

soo.oo

OO1O ENHANCED 911 SERVICES

S

OO15 ELECTIONS

s

87.60

0016 INDIGENT

s

s28.68

OO2O REVALUATION

0023 soLrD WASTE (LANDFTLL)
OO27 WEEDS
OO5O PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES

TotalAmount Paid

C.

5

s
s
s

S
5

1,686.13

169.00
5,381.92
311.34

srg.og
LL7,938.10

POINTS OF ORDER:

L.

lndieent Claims: Deputy Clerk Flor Cardona reports that supporting documents for the
proposed indigent claims were not received, and therefore, this matter should be tabled
to the next meeting.

2.

Airport: The Airport has been tabled for the next meeting March 25,20L9.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

1.

Executive Personnel Session a.C. 74-2O6(1Xb) 10:45 am: A motion to enter into
executive session to consider personnel actions pursuant to ldaho Code 74-206(1Xb)
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Clerk Flor
Cardona conducted roll call on the motion;

o
.

Commissioner Funk, AYE
Commissioner Lasley, AYE
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.

Commissioner Anderson, AYE
Following roll call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.
Upon conclusion of discussion, Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 11:02
am.

2.

Executive Personnel Session l.C. 74-206(11(b) 11:07 am: A motion to enter into
executive session to consider personnel actions pursuant to ldaho Code 74-206(1Xb)
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Clerk

m"'n;

""ill
ffi

:^

.

r:::i iiliifli:,*n'ihe

Commissioner Anderson, AYE
Following roll call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.
Upon conclusion of discussion, Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 11:38
am.

v.

ASSESSMENTS/CONCLUSTONS:

1.

Next Meeting: The next regular session for the board to meet is slated for March 25,
20L9.

2.

Adiourn: Having no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was
presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following
audible call of the Board, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 4:33 pm.

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of County Commissioners during the Regular

Board Meeting held March 25,20L9.

fi"-

H

COMMISSIONER FUN K, Chairman
ATTEST:

SHAREE SPRAGUE, CIeT
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