
Monday, March 28, 2022,giOO a.m.

I. CATTTOORDER

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, March 28, 2022, and called
the meeting to order at the hour of 8:54 am, in the Commission Chambers of the Power County
Courthouse.

I t. coMMtsstoNERS/STAFF

PRESENT: Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair
Commissioner Delane Anderson
Commissioner Bill Lasley

ABSENT:

STAFF:

None

OTHER PARTIES PRESENT:

Sharee Sprague, Clerk

Casey Annen, Deputy Clerk

Cathy Miles, Deputy Auditor
Katy Bergholm
Scott Workman
Skylar Joh ns

Bryce Contor
Greg Sullivan

Anson Call, Legal Counsel

Laura Carlon, Assessor

Deanna Curry, Treasurer
John Schutte
lan Toevs

Kirk Adkins
Sarah Hugues

Erika Malmen

1

2

District 288 Candidate R, Scott Workman: Candidate for Representative District 288, Scott
Workman appeared before the Commissioners. Mr. Workman states that after being a

commissioner for 8 years he understands local government and that local control is important.
Although he has not been a commissioner for about 5 years he is ready to get back into
government. Mr. Workman feels like he can go in with the experience from his years of being a

commissioner and from serving with ldaho Counties Risk Management Program (ICRMP) for 6
or 7 years and make a difference. Commissioner Anderson asked Mr. Workman, of the current
candidates running for Governor who do your values align with? Mr. Workman states he was
hearing things from two Governor candidates that he isn't in favor of and is not happy with
some things the current Governor has done.
FY23 Budset Schedule Outl tne : Clerk Sharee Sprague presented a scheduling overview for the
Commissioners. Further discussion will be held April 11, 2022
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III. AGENDA

A. NOTICES/REPORTS



3 Contract Reviews: The Board of County Commissioners determined the Fair Board building and

lawn mowing service is being provided by a part time employee position and determined that
no new contract needs to be implemented.

4. District 288 Candidate Representative Dan Garner: District 288 Candidate Representative Dan

Garner states that he would like to see education be funded better to allow the education of
children to be improved. Mr. Garner would like to see more funds go to schools to improve their
technology and help to bring the education system up to higher standards. The education needs

of children require the most support and currently it is lacking. Mr. Garner states the school

board he is on is at an 8% growth and is growing still. He states there is a fund of 5300,000.00
that can only be used for ovens and fridges for the kitchen. The fund can't be used for text books

or other needs of the school. M r. Garner believes the best government is local government. M r.

Garner reports that he would like to see county commissioners be the ones to decide where
the money should be allocated to, he feels they seem to know the needs of their community
best. Commissioner Lasley states with the S1.5 billion-dolla r surplus coming as a state we should

be able to give that to the schools and local government. Commissioner Funk states past

representatives would represent Bannock county well but they didn't seem to know the needs

of Power county. Commissioner Funk asked if Mr. Garner would be willing to come up on a

regular basis to create the working relationship with Power county as well as the other counties
in the district should he become the local representative. Mr. Garner states he would be happy

to create that working relationship and welcomes the Commissioners to call upon him if any

need or concern arose. Mr. Garner believes that Power county has the power to sway the votes
because of the large number of voters. Commissioner Anderson asks who Mr. Garner supports
for Governor. Mr. Garner states that he views Governor Little has been hammered on his mask

mandate but believes that we need to look back at what Governor Little knew at the time he

implemented that mandate. At the beginning of the pandemic people were told 1 to 5 people

would catch COVID-19. Mr. Garner states he is against mask mandates but clearly understands

where Governor Little made the decision with the knowledge he had at that time. Mr. Garner

believes that the decision should have been individual choice and maybe even employer in the

interest of protecting their business- Commissioner Lasley states once the S33 Million dollars
gets dispersed through all counties and trickles down to our county, hopefully the funds come

down to make sure the funding is here to provide citizens their constitutional right at the local

level such as the Public Defender. The state seems to be too far removed to understand the
exact needs at a local level. Commissioner Lasley states that when the solar farm legislation was

passed we recommended the same tax base as the wind farms to relief the tax base ofthe local

citizens. lt wasn't allowed but as county commissioners we will always do what is best for local

residents whether it benefits them after legislation we won't know until after it happens. That

is the mission and intent of the County Commissioners and as those Commissioners we will
continue to look out for what is best with our citizens. Mr. Garner thanks the Commissioners

for their time and understands the commission is not always appreciated in their roles and

thanks them for allowing him to come introduce himself.

ldaho Power Up8rade Discussion: ldaho Power representative Fred Nola nd appeared via Zoom

before the County Commissioners. Mr. Noland states that ldaho Power has had a long-time
lease with Power County and they would like to extend that agreement in the long term.
Commissioner Anderson asked Mr. Noland about financial planning and permitting from the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Mr. Noland states they have oversight from
FERC and ldaho Power is happy with the state of the current partnership. Commissioner

Anderson inquired if based on the terms of our lease that was established in May of 1987; and

the intent to extend that lease would ldaho Power be drafting any additional language to add

into the agreement to address the cost share concerns? Mr. Noland states they have such a
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strong desire to keep the lease to the property and to extend it that they are open to making
an addendum or appendix to the current property lease and adding some kind of attachment
for including supplemental funds. Mr. Noland states the easiest thing for ldaho Power is to
extend the lease out in regards to the ground lease and then create a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) for the operational side of things. Mr. Noland introduced Joey Santos who
appeared through Zoom. Mr. Santos is an ldaho Power employee who works on FERC

compliance and is assisting with the transactions going forward. Mr. Noland states they hope
to get the restroom ADA compliant and to install the pad for the picnic area soon. Commissioner
Anderson states the Commissioners have monies in place for the docks and believes we will
meet all expectations and mandates in regards to ADA compliance. Commissioner Anderson
states we will address that at an additional time. Commissioner Anderson inquired if ldaho
Power could have someone join the Waterways meeting Friday at noon to assist in moving
forward. Mr. Noland believes that wouldn't be an issue at a ll. Commissioner Anderson brought
Lega I Counsel Anson Ca ll into the conversation a nd states that we expected a new lease to come
in instead of reutilizing the previous one. lt was expected to propose to the Waterways
Committee to continue and extend the lease and then later add in an addendum as needed to
keep contracts clean and organized. Mr. Call states he received the long-term lease to review
but requests a clear listing with bullet points of who is responsible for which items or tasks from
both sides so he can include that into the lease and contract agreements. Commissioner Funk
expressed concern with having two agreements and inquired if both agreements can be tied
together for continuity and transparency. Commissioner Anderson states the current lease is

charged at $1 a year to lease the property and currently vessel funds are being used to do
maintenance and to keep up on the property. Vessel funds are to be used for boater access,

docks and parking. They are not designed to pay for tree trimming type of maintenance and
asks ldaho Power to assist with funding in order to help address some of those maintenance
concerns that will require additional monies. Commissioner Funk asks ldaho Power if they can
put together a document that will present the needs from their side of the agreement. Mr.
Noland states that in the long term one of the goals that ldaho Power and Power County
Commissioners share is to provide long term quality public access and partnerships. Mr. Noland
states FERC holds us accountable to do this for our license and that license is 30 years or more.
ldaho Power is looking for a long-term relationship to provide recreation to citizens. Mr. Noland
states it is paramount to maintain the relationship and to assist with capital investments being
addressed cooperatively for long-term maintenance. Mr. Noland is confident in the ability of
the plant to meet with the needs of the citizens and ensure the relationship and agreement
with Power County remains in a positive standing. Prosecutor Anson Call states that it sounds
like moving forward the general outline is to gather information that the county and ldaho
Power is wanting to be lncluded and put together a draft for an agreement for moving forward.
He will need some additional details as to what county is responsible for operating and

managing and what Power County will be requested to do as well for inclusion in the contract.
Mr. Noland states ldaho Power will provide a draft agreement from their legal and contracts
team and we will go back and forth as the contract process commences to keep the relationship
moving forward. Anson Call will be included in all further discussion as the Legal Counsel for
Power County.

6. DEQ update Regional Manager introduction: De partment of Environmental Quality Regional

Administrator Katy Bergholm came before the commissioners to present an update. Mrs.
Bergholm states she has worked in the ldaho falls regional office. She is excited to be in the
new position and to provide a great relationship for Power County and the DEQ. Mrs.
Bergholm states there is some big excitement in the update. Governor Little issued 5300
million dollars to be distributed from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to the DEQ
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for use on managing waste water and drinking water. The funds will come through the state
and the current process will continue to be used. There is about S1.5 Billion Dollars in SRF

funds. The determination to see who the funds will be distributed to is based on a priority list
of community needs. Mrs. Bergholm states that she knows the City of American Falls has

applied for a drinking water grant of 525 million dollars from ARPA funds but is unsure of
current state of that request. M rs. Bergholm has been working with DEQ employee, David

Goings on a recent letter that was sent to the commissioners in regards to the landfill
difficulties and offered to work with Power County for compliance. Commissioner Lasley

appreciates the regulatory position of the DEQ and their process of coming in and working to
bring people into compliance and assist them in reaching the mutual goals ofthe guidelines.

Mrs. Bergholm states the DEQ has received 570 Million dollars from the ARPA funds to use for
contaminated sites which is largely dedicated to the Coeur d'Alene Lake clean up. The

remaining money will be used towards other pro.iects ranked by need such as. sites around the
region that are becoming a burden to tax payers. Mrs. Bergholm states the agency is focusing

more on developing useful tools for Planning & Zoning and for the Commissioners to use to
navigate future changes and developments. The intent is to assist people in decision making

roles such as the Commissioners. DEQ employee, Allen Johnson is developing a Best

Management Practice guidance document for use when reviewing future developments in
local communities. Commissioner Funk inqulred on use of ARPA funds. Mrs. Bergholm states

use is dependent on impact to land and environment. Mrs. Bergholm states there is a ground

field cleanup program the DEQ has that may be utilized if the requirements were met.

B. MOTIONS:

1

2

Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda for Monday, March 28, 2022, was presented by

Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible call of the
Board, motion unanimously carried.
Personnel Updates: Clerk Sharee Sprague presented on personnel change for the county.
Clerk Sprague reports that impacted budget lines have been reviewed for sustainability of the
requested changes and submitted the following changes;

The Assessor's Department approved a pay increase to the Motor Vehicle Supervisor and

requests Jeannie Vansell receive 532,013.80 annually or S17.59 hourly as compensation for
completion of assigned job duties. Following discussion, a motion to accept personnel updates
as submitted was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson.

Following audible call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.

The Ambulance District Department hired Tyler Thomson an EMT and requests he receive pay

per call compensation for completion of assigned job duties. Following discussion, a motion to
accept personnel updates as submitted was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by

Commissioner Anderson. Commissioner Lasley was absent. Following audible call of the
Board, the motion unanimously carried.

Clerk Sprague reports that Darcie Eames declined to accept the position with the Ambulance
District.
Approval of Past Meetins Minutes: A motion to accept minutes as amended for meeting held

on March f4,2022, was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by commissioner
Anderson. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
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AoDroval of Past Meetins Minutes: A motion to accept minutes as printed for meeting held on

4

March 2L, 2022, was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner
Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
Treasurer Updates: Treasurer Deanna Curry presented the Board of Commissioners with a

LGIP monthly statement, Treasurer's Cash, Joint Quarterly Report e nding February 28,2022.
Reports were dlscussed and reviewed by the Board and following discussion, a motion to
accept the reports was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner
Anderson. Following an audible call of the board, motion unanimously ca rried.

5. Convene as lnvestment Board at 9:17am: A motion to adjourn as the Power County Board of
County Commissioners and convene as the Power County lnvestment Board was presented by
Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call of
the board, the motion unanimously carried.

6. lnvestment Committee: Treasurer Deanna Curry came before the Commissioners today to
revisit the discussion of giving authority to the Treasurer to act on investment changes without
prior Commission approval and then to provide an update to the Commission on a regular
basis. Legal Counsel Anson Call recaps previous discussion held in regards to this matter for
Commissioner Lasley who was previously absent. The parties discussed communication
options and timeliness in responsiveness and the importance of having protocols in place

when the Treasurer is new to the position. Upon conclusion, a motion to continue discussion
on the next regularly scheduled Commissioner meeting before dissolving the requirement of
the lnvestment Committee to allow Prosecutor Call to review ldaho Statues in regards to the
issue was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley.

Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
Treasurer Deanna Curry states that she has already invested 5400,000.00 of the 1 Million
dollars previously approved to invest and she will remain watching these investments.
Reconvene as Board of Countv Commissioners at 9:42 am: A motion to adjourn as the Power
County lnvestment Board and reconvene as the Power County Commissioners was presented

by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call

of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
8. Buildins and Grounds: Buildin g and Grounds Manager Chet Taylor provided and update on the

treasurer's office flooring and quotes from Construction Services. Construction Services will
not available for 3 - 6 months to do the job. Construction Services estimated the project to
cost 545,000.00 to 550,000.00. That would be to install pressure treated lumber, a support
beam for a pony wall with concrete pillars, rip the floor out on one room then the floor on the
other three rooms. There is a possibility of an option to bid out each office separate and keep
it under the 510,000 limit to be able to utilize someone without a public works license. Mr.
Duffer of Duffer Construction stated that if it was decided on quickly by the Commissioners he

can do it, if not he is out for about a year on doing new construction work. Mr- Taylor states
that TF Enterprises bid was for approximately 537,000.000 and included putting a wall up
between the front office ofthe Treasurers and where the work will be completed but the bid
didn't include insulation for a sound barrier. Mr. Taylor states that if carpet is ordered now
Wall2Wall flooring could have the carpet laid in three to four weeks. Mr. Taylor states he will
get prices on the carpet options so a decision can be made quickly. The county commissioners
directed Mr. Taylor to have the entire flooring replaced to create a consistency throughout the
office. Mr. Taylor states that all construction companies suggested an access door be place in
the corner by a desk to allow future access to inspect as needed. Chet Taylor advised the
Commissioners that along the windows in Treasurer Curry's office there is some water damage
in the wall he can fix the wall and repaint it as well. Clerk Sharee Sprague advises the
commissioners that her office filed a claim with ICRMP so the Commission would know the
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outcome as the project moves forward. Commissioner Anderson directed Chet Taylor to reach
out to the local football team and wrestling team to see about them donating their time to
helping move furniture and assisting with the Johnson street property cleanup. A motion to
accept TF Enterprises construction bid to fix the Treasurer's floor for the amount up to the
total of 538,000.00 excluding the replacement of carpet and natural gas pipes was presented

by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call of
the board, the motion unanimously carried. A motion to temporarily move the Treasure to the
office to the Public Defender's Office, relocate the Public Defenders administrator to the
Clerk's office and provide for interview offices for the Public Defender in the Juvenile
Probation's conference room was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by
Commissioner Funk. Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried. A
motion to purchase two new desks for the Treasurer's office utilizing Correctional Services as

the supplier of the desks if viable and pay for the same from PILT building and grounds was
presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following an

audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried-

9. Convene as Ambulance District Board at 11:03 am: A motion to adjourn as the Power County
Board of County Commissioners and convene as the Power County Ambulance District Board
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following

an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
10 Power County Ambulance Administration & FilaatlqiA BepqI!: Director Di Jones a ppeared

before the Board and presented the accounts receivable reports from Amerimax for the date
ending March 23,2022. Following discussion, a motion to accept the Financial Reports as

submitted was presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson.

Following audible call of the Board, motion unanimously carried. Commissioner Lasley asked

for clarification if the hourly employees are waiting at the station for a call to come in.

Ambulance Administrative Assistant Kami Chandler states the hourly paid employees have to
be at the station and the paid per call do not have to be at the station but they must respond

to a call and be at the station within 5 minutes. Commissioner Lasley asked if a citizen calls for
the ambulance for example for a fall but they didn't need a transport are they billed for this?
Mrs. Chandler states that they are not billed every time they callfor the ambulance. lf
someone needed transport then they are billed but if they just need the ambulance to
respond, for example to check vitals and evaluate a patient they are not bllled. Commissioner

Lasley states he believes that is a responsibility we have to the tax payer to not bill them unless

we transport them. Mrs. Chandler states that over the last week it was reported that Power
County Ambulance Two was having issues and Harris Garage found the DEF tank heater was

failing and it is anticipated to cost approximately s800.00 to s1,000.00 to fix. Mrs. chandler
reports that one full time Advanced EMT has quit the department. Mrs. Chandler requested an

extension for holiday comp hours. Commissioner Lasley reported that all holiday comp hours
were extended once and cannot extend the request again. The employee should be mandated
to utilize those hours and to use a different part-time employee to fill the shift that would then
be open while the employee uses the comp hours. Commissioner Anderson asked what the
current status of the relationship between the Power County Ambulance district and the
Power County hospital. Mrs. Chandler reports that the relationship is better than it was before.
The Commissioners acknowledge and appreciate Administrative Assistant Kami Chandler's
help in gathering information and presenting it in a clear manner.

1,1. Reconvene as Board of Cou mmissioners at 11:32 am: A motion to adjourn as theCo

Power County Ambulance District Board and reconvene as the Power County Commissioners
was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner Lasley. Following

an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried.
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L2 glq!!!!: A motion to approve the amended claims to correct a claim that was placed in the
district court fund but belonged to the clerk's fund, the report in the amount of 57L,778.72
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an
audible callofthe board, the motion una nimously carried. Upon approval ofthe Board, the
summary of claims paid are as follows;

FUND Submitted Paid

OOOl GENERAL FUND (CURRENT EXPENSE) s 18,301.79 5 18,301.79

OOO3 FAIR BOARD S 2so.oo S 2so.oo

OOO4 POWER COUNry AMBUTANCE DI5T. s 1,0s3.9s s 1,0s3.9s

0006 DISTRICT COURT 5 L,230.46 S 1,230.46

OOO8 JUSTICE FUND s 19,883.83 s 19,883.83

S 27o.os S 27o.os

5 2t,r62.28

OO11 HEALTH DISTRICT S gq.:g

s 283.33

S 162.35

OO2O REVALUATION S 859.28 S 859.28

0023 solrD wAsrE (LAN DFrLL) 5 Yz.et S 342.87

0024 TORT $ 336.00

OO27 WEEDS S 258.88 s 258.88

OO5O PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES 5 7,269.26 s 7,269.26

Total Amount Paid 5 7t,778.72

1-3. Courthouse Remodel Update: Lee Dille and Ben Taylor came before the county commissioners
to give a courthouse remodel update. The projected completion date still appears to be the
date of April 76'h, 2022. Mr. Dille presented a cha nge order as follows;

The original contract sum was 5247,000.00; Change Order #1 (sidewalk extension) previously
done S1,800.00
The contract sum prior to this change order was 5248,800.00
The contract sum will be increased by this change order form to account for construction
delays outside the control of the contractor in the amount of 52,057.50

The new contract sum including this change order will be 5250,857.50. A motion to pay out
52,077 .55 for the changes in the work order was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a

second by Commissioner Anderson. Following an audible call ofthe board, the motion
unanimously carried.

C. POINTSOFORDER:

1.. Legislative Update: By consensus, the Commission tabled discussion to March 37,2022.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

1. Executive Legal Advice Session pursuant to l.C. 874-206(1Xf) 1z:36pm: A motion to enter into
executive session pursuant to l.C. 574-206(f), to communicate with legal counsel for the public
agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or
controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated was presented by
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OO1O ENHANCED 911 SERVICES 5 2r,162.28

S ga.eg

OO15 ELECTIONS s 283.33

OO16 INDIGENT s 162.3s

S 336.00

5 71,778.72
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Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Deputy Clerk Casey Annen
conducted roll call on the motion;
. Commissioner Funk, AYE
. Commissioner Lasley, AYE
. Commissioner Anderson, AYE

Following roll call ofthe Board, motion unanimously carried. Upon conclusion ofdiscussion,
Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 1:07pm.
Executive LeEal Advice Session pursuant to LC. S74-205(11(fl 1:10pm: A motion to enter into
executive session pursuant to l.C. 574-205(f), to communicate with legal counsel for the public
agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or
controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated was presented by
Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Clerk Sharee Sprague

conducted rollcall on the motion;
. Commissioner Funk, AYE
. Commissioner Lasley, AYE
. Commissioner Anderson, AYE

Following rollcall ofthe Board, motion unanimously carried. Upon conclusion ofdiscussion,
Commissioner Funk declared the meetinB open at 2:44pm.
Executive Legal Advice Session pursuant to l.C. 574-205(lxf) 2:58pm: A motion to enter into
executive session pursuant to l.C. 974-2?6lfl, to communicate with legal counsel for the public
agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or
controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated was presented by
Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Clerk Sharee Sprague

conducted roll call on the motion;
. Commissioner Funk, AYE

. Commissioner Lasley, AYE

. Commissioner Anderson, AYE

Following roll call ofthe Board, motion unanimously carried. Upon conclusion of discussion,
Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 3:37pm.
Executive Lesal Advice Session pursuant to l.C. 574-205(11(fl 3:57pm: A motion to enter into
executive session pursuant to l.c. $74-206(f), to communicate wlth legal counsel for the public
agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or
controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be litigated was presented by

Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Clerk Sharee Sprague conducted
roll call on the motion;
. Commissioner Funk, AYE

. Commissioner Lasley, AYE

. Commissioner Anderson, AYE

Following roll call of the Board, motion unanlmously carried. Upon conclusion of discussion,
Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 4:35pm.

V. ASSESSMENTS/CONCLUSIONS:

1. Next Meeting: The next regularsession forthe board to meet is slated for April11,2022.

2. Adiourn: Having no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was
presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible
call of the Board, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 5:18 pm.
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The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of County Commissioners during the Regular
Board Meeting held May 76,2022.

ATTEST:

COMMISSIONER FUN K, Chairman

CASEY Clerk
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