
POWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Meeting Minutes

Commission Chambers
543 Bdnnock Ave.

Americon Falls, lD 83277
www. p owe rc ou ntv. i d. u s

Mondan April LL,2022,9:00 a.m.

I. CATTTO ORDER

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session Monday, April 11, 2022, and called
the meeting to order at the hour of 9:04 am, in the Commission Chambers of the Power County
Cou rthouse.

il. coMMtsstoNERS/STAFF

PRESENT: Commissioner Ron Funk, Chair
Commissioner Delane Anderson
Commissioner Bill Lasley

ABSENT:

STAFF:

None

OTHER PARTIES PRESENT:

III. AGENDA

A. NOTICES/REPORTS

Sharee Sprague, Clerk
Casey Annen, Deputy Clerk

cathy Miles, Deputy Auditor
Anson Call, Legal Counsel

Assessor Laura Porath
Sheriff Josh Campbell
Deputy Chief Kasey Kendall

Treasurer Deanna Curry
Judge Paul Laggis

Daniel Moore
Kerry Hong
Steve Stringha m

Rick Cheatum
Clayton Munk
Jeff Ran kin

Chet Taylor
Carlos Wilson
Kim Piper
Linda Annen
Leland Dille

1. Candidate lntroduction Rick Cheatum: Candidate for Representative District 28A, Rick

Cheatum appeared before the Commissioners. Mr. Cheatum reports that he is the
President of the Pocatello City Counsel as well as serving on the Association of ldaho

Cities Board of Directors. Mr- Cheatum believes this gives him an advantage to going

before the legislature and his ability to present local issues better. Mr. cheatum
believes addressing issues that are not just occurring at the City level but at a County
level as well are important, especially when those issues may be resolved at a State
level. Commissioner Lasley asked Mr. Cheatum why he chose to run for
Representative. Mr. Cheatum states that he had been watching what was happening
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locally and saw an opportunity to jump in with a more moderate voice when one
candidate decided to retire. Mr. Cheatum states that he believes he could be the
person to read the information and facts and to offer that help with representing
those issues without bias. Mr. Cheatum states he is a firm believer that the best
Government is the local people; Counties and Cities. With the experience Mr. Cheatum
has with observing the legislature pass through, he believes he can help to control the
issues at the legislature for the local communities and to represent what those
communities are going through. Mr. Cheatum reports that if elected he will not be
giving up his City Councilseat, He plans to do both jobs.

2. Fish & Game MOU: Discussion was held in regards to ldaho Fish and Game delegating
funds to the Pipeline recreation area. Agreement will undergo revision for clarification
on verbiage. To include specific dollar amounts and clarity on responsibilities of all
parties. Discussion will be revisited once final agreement terms have been clearly laid
o ut.
Covid-19 Updates: Discussion was held in regards to the Power County Covid-1g
Policy. Commissioners request a report for the dollar amount of wages spent for
2O2O/2O21/2O22 year for covid-19 related absences. Further discussion to be held at a

later time.
4. FY23 Budeet edule Outline : Clerk Sharee Sprague presented a Budget Schedule

Outline for the FY2023. Clerk Sprague updated the Commission on projected
considerations. The Commission reviewed proposed projects, dedicate funds and
projects included with the use of ARPA funds.

5. East Fork Campground: Clayton Munk reported to the board of commissioners his

concerns with the East Fork Campground. Clayton Munk reports that the east fork
campground draws people in and that they get lots of campers up there. Mr. Munk
states that the Community wants to stop the overnight camping. He reports there are
no bathrooms as of last year, human waste was all over. People are not following the
county burn bans, and there is no one to enforce it. People who signed the petition
would like it to be closed to overnight use and made day use only until it is developed
to consider those issues. Mr. Munk would like the commissioners to consider the
following issues; Burn ban problem, teenage kids and people who drink a lot driving
under the influence and people that run into fences and knock them out, another issue

is the human waste that is going into the creek. Mr. Munk reports that the Department
of Environmental Equality determined there was e-coli in the water due to this- There
is a major littering problem but it is not enforced unless you catch the people in the act
of doing the littering. Further discussion was held to determine the most appropriate
action to be taken by the county commissioners in regards to the concerns of Mr.
Munk. Legal Counsel Anson Call will draft a letter addressing the concerns and have it
reviewed before the commissioners at a later time.

6. Droueht Declaration discussion: commissioner Funk reports to the board that a

drought declaration may be needed due to the low levels of moisture in the area

Discussion was held to monitor the issue moving forward and revisit as needed.

7. tandfill Update: Landfill Department Head Jeff Rankin appeared before the
Commission with the following discussion update points;
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. Mr. Rankin was approached to see if the County was interested in allowing the
contractor company for Bingham County, that currently hauls the trash refuse
from Rockland, Big Sky and Bingham County to bring their refuse to the Power
County Landfill. Commissioner Funk states that due to the current staffing
issues at this time the county graciously refuses this offer.

o Mr. Rankin reports that Con Agra foods is tearing down a few of their buildings
and the landfill is starting to see some of the construction debris from that.

. Mr. Rankin reports that the job ad was placed in the paper and is to run for two
weeks. He states he has received one completed application for employment
and one more person came to pick up an application but has not returned it
yet.

Commissioner Anderson states that Mr. Rankin is doing a great job at managing the
employees and the daily tasks going on at the Landfill and that it all seems to be going

very well. Commissioner Anderson visits the landfill regularly and is impressed by
seeing Mr. Rankin make great strides from a managerial stance.

Assessor Office Update & Cancellation of Taxes: Assessor Laura Porath presented an

update on the letter received in February stating the Assessor's office was out of
compliance with the ldaho State Tax Commission. Assessor Porath reports the county
is back in compliance as of now. The majority of what was out of compliance was
within the area of The City of American Falls, the city was at their s-year mark for re-
valuation which caused an imbalance that needed corrected. Assessor Porath reports
the market went up and is continuing a trend of going up. A reassessment was redone
for all the homes sold in the county. The City of Rockland will not be having a modifier
percentage increase, due to them being at market value now. The rest of the county
will have an increase of 30% on just the land across the county and any improvements
will be at an increase of 15%. Assessor Porath reports that currently the Assessol's
office is going through and reviewing all individual parcels. Assessor Porath reports
that when the assessment notices go out to the public they will include the ldaho State
Tax Calculator at the bottom of the page for citizens to use as a resource of
understanding the assessments. Assessor Porath reports that the Assessor's Office will
have access to the MLS system and be able to view the sales information but will not
have access to see what is currently on the market. The Assessor's Office has prepared
and developed a sales book to allow citizens to see the ratio of assessed tax value to
help explain the reasons for the valuations of homes. Assessor Porath reports that she

will be holding town hall meetings to discuss the changes to citizens of the county. As

well, Assessor Porath states there will be public notifications sent out to the
community to notify them of the upcoming changes and meetings to address
concernS.

9. Building & Grounds: Facilities Man ager Chet Taylor introduced Carlos Wilson from
Wilson roofing. Mr. Taylor states that Wilson Roofing comes highly recommended
among the building and construction community. Mr. Wilson inspected the Court
House roof and reports the perimeter wall moved in and is causing concrete to
deteriorate. The caulking is loose and the current material is non-reinforced and just
keeps getting tighter and shrinking. Mr. Wilson reports that there is a numerous
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amount of contact entry points that are all points a leak can occur. Mr. Wilson states
he would place the new heat welded liner over the top edges of the roof and seal it
over the wall. Adding a cap helps to secure the liner on the outside of the wall curb
without causing damage to the concrete curb. Some of the current roof curbs may
need to be raised. As long as Mr. Wilson can lift up the Air Conditioner Units to lay the
liner, there won't be any additional costs. Commissioner Lasley states the old air
conditioner that went to the server room can be removed since it's not being utilized
any longer and there is no need for it. Commissioner Anderson states that the satellite
dish and anything that is not necessary to be on the roof needs to be removed. Mr.
Wilson states the liner he would like to use is white and reflective, reducing heat
absorption in the summer and keeping the warm air from radiating out in the winter.
This will also help keep the attic area cooler. Maintenance and repairs are easily done
on the new suggested liner. lf a repair were needed, a heat welder is used to simply
reseal a patch onto the material. Mr. Wilson reports that with the new liner; every 5

feet there are fasteners which makes it easier to stop a leak from running across an
entire roof. Mr. Wilson states that if any added attic vents are needed, his company
can install those as well. The manufacturing company of the liner inspects the
installation of the liner after a roofing company has completed the installation.
Through these inspections, Mr. Wilson has gained a high rating with the manufacturer;
and has received many awards for correct installation. Commissioner Lasley asked how
the new lining would blend in with the new addition. Mr. Wilson states that you

wouldn't see the new roofing because it is higher up and over the top of the roof curb.
Mr. Wilson provided a bid for the Courthouse roof as well as the garage in the
courthouse parking lot. The proposal is to replace the entire roof. The previous liner is
currently glued down and Mr. Wilson doesn't want to disturb the insulation on the
main building. lf the insulation were disturbed it could be costly for the county. Mr.
Wilson states he has all the materials needed in stock to complete the job.

Agenda: A motion to approve the agenda for Monday, April 11, 2022, was presented
by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible
call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.
Cancellation ofTaxes: Power County Assessor Laura Porath and Treasurer Deanna

Curry presented a cancellation of taxes on parcel number RPD0205-03 on the grounds

that homeowners was removed in error and the 1st half of taxes have been paid. Upon
conclusion, a motion to cancel taxes in the total amount of S1,211.63 for tax year 2021
as reported by Assessor Annen and Treasurer Curry was presented by Commissioner
Lasleywith a second by Commissioner Anderson. Following audible call ofthe Board,
motion unanimously.

3. Personnel Updates: Deputy Clerk Casey Annen reported on several personnel changes

for the county. Mrs. Annen reports that impacted budget lines have been reviewed for
sustainability of the requested changes and submitted the following changes;

o The Sheriff's Department hired an employee to fill the vacant position in

dispatch and requests Staci Lin Miller receive 533,280.00 annually or $16.00

1

2
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hourly as compensation for completion of assigned job duties.
The Ambulance District hired an E.M.T. to be Paid Per Calland requests
Stephanie Ann Farnham receive compensation for completion of assigned job
duties.

4

Following dlscussion, a motion to accept personnel updates as submitted was
presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Following
audible call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.

Sheriff's Office Updates: Sheriff Josh Campbell and Chief Deputy Sheriff Kasey Kendall
appeared before the Commission and provided updates as follows;

. Sheriff Campbell presented the new ILETS agreement from the ldaho
Department of Public Safety. The agreement was revised and updated to
include clarification that if any damage is done to the ILETS equipment by gross

negligence the county will then be required to make timely payments for the
fees associated. The requirement for timely payments for billing were also
clarified in the updated agreement, lD#0390000.

. Sheriff Campbell presented a request for authorization to approve opening
accounts with O'Reilly Auto Parts & Source Refrigeration that will include a

credit check.
. Sheriff Campbell reports that they have conducted interviews for the open

dispatch position and have selected to hire one of the applicants. The dispatch
is now fully staffed, but the Jail remains down two employees and patrol are

down one.
Following discussion, a motion to approve the credit application for O'Reilly's Auto
Parts and Source Refrigeration was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a

second by Commissioner Lasley Following audible call of the Board, motion
unanimously carried. Commissioner Lasley reports the Sheriff's Office is still out of
compliance until the transgender policy is implemented into the operating policy of
the jail.

5. Liquor License: Linda Annen reported that she recently did some research on liquor
license statutes, as well as Bannock and Power County liquor licenses, and a new
proposed liquor application, that reflects the updated prices. Mrs. Annen reports that
the liquor license fees have not been changed since approximately 1990. Bannock

County supplied a copy of their liquor license application as well as fees. The
application itemizes the license type and correlating fees such as; Draft, Bottled and

Canned Beer (consumed on premise) would incur a County Fee of 5100.00, Bottled
and Canned Beer (consumed off premise) would incur a County Fee of 525.00 (etc.)

The new format would allow for a more uniform applicatlon and more specific fees
based on the type of drink. The proposed fees are as follows;

Draft, Bottled and Canned Beer Consumed ON Premise 5700.00
Bottled and Canned Beer Consumed ON Premise 575.00
Bottled and Canned Beer Consumed OFF Premise 525.00
wine Retoil only lBottle con be token ofi premise) 5100.00
Wine By the Drink (Euen if sold in bottle but poured in glass ot toble) S70o.o0
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Wine Special (Sunday) S7O0.0O

Liquor Bythe Drink (lncludes Wine fees) State Liquor Only Fee 575O.OOX 25% =

Transler Flot fee of 520.00

Following discussion, a motion to adopt the new liquor license application format and
fees as presented by research Linda Annen has completed, and to have a public
hearing set was presented by Commissioner Anderson with a second by Commissioner
Lasley. Following audible call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.
Claims: A motion to approve the claims approval report in the amount of S175,414.70
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk.
Following an audible call of the board, the motion unanimously carried. Upon
approval of the Board, the summary of claims paid are as follows;

FUND Paid
OOOl GENERAL FUND (CURRENT EXPENSE) $ 7,614.36
OOO3 FAIR BOARD $ 250.00
OOO4 POWER COUNTY AMBULANCE DIST $ 937.33
0006 DISTRICT COURT $ 1,756.61
OOOS JUSTICE FUND $ 7,928.37
OOO9 DRUG COURT $ 180.00
OOl O ENHANCED 91 1 SERVICES $ 1,838.54
OO11 HEALTH DISTRICT $ 33,276.3s
OO15 ELECTIONS $ 120.03
OOl6INDIGENT $ 2,803.66
OO2O REVALUATION $ 1 '1,5s5.00

0023 soLrD WASTE (LANDFTLL) $ 5,574.00
0024 TORT $ 127.84
OO27 WEEDS $ 75.24
OO38 WATERWAYS $ '1,374.s3

OO41 AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT $ 84,578.50
OO5O PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES $ 1s,283.64
OO51 BOND - WATER RIGHTS $ 140.90
Total Amount Paid $ 175,414.70

7. Weeds Update: Weeds Department Deputy Kim Piper reports that three bids were
received from chemical representatives. Mrs. Piper states they have chosen to utilize
Nutrien for the county's chemical needs. Following discussion, a motion to issue a

letter of acceptance to John Paul Culligan also known as Nutrian Ag Solutions; for
chemicals solicitation for bid was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by
Commissioner Funk. Following audible call of the Board, motion unanimously carried.
Mrs. Piper reports that attempts to purchase a UW needed for spraying chemicals was
previously denied under grant funded cost share agreements. Mrs. Piper reports
ongoing mechanical issues with current vehicles being used, and reports they will
continue to look into funding options to purchase more mechanically sound vehicles.

Mrs. Piper states the 2021 ISDA Year End Spray Report is located on the Power County

website and shows how many landowners were helped through the cost share
program and how many acres were treated within power county. Mrs. Piper reports
that after a chemical application has been done, and a landowner has a concern that
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reapplication is needed; they may contact the Weed's department and request a re-
evaluation. Mrs. Piper reports there have been two code enforcement complaints that
occurred out in the big sky area. One ofthe concerns are being addressed by the home
owner. The other is still an ongoing issue they are working to get resolved.

8. FY2022 CWMA Cost Share Agreement: Weeds Secreta ry Kim Piper presented the 2022
Power County CWMA Cost Share Agreement for State Cost Share Funds. Mrs. Piper
reports they already have community interest and they first need the funding in place

to move forward. The distribution of funds from this agreement are as follows;
. First distribution 519,085.22
. Second distribution 56,367.74
r Third distribution 56,36L.74
. 2027 Carryover S1,738.80

County Commission Chair Ron Funk signed the agreement with a total Approved 2022
Allocation Amount S33,547.50 to expend for the year.

Court Assistance Services: Sixth District Trial Court Administrator Kerry Hong

appeared before the Commission and advised that the District needs a part-time Court
Assistance Officer and inquired if the county would entertain hosting the position with
full funding from the Courts. The Commission discussed options for posting,

advertising and hiring of the position. Upon conclusion, a motion to Advertise for a
Part time position to be hosted by Power County and paid for by the ldaho Supreme
Court that could require some in person appearance at an office in Power County, but
still allows for a significant amount of the work to be conducted remotely was
presented by Commissioner Funk with a second by Commissioner Lasley. After audible
call of the board motion unanimously passed.

10. ADA Parking Lot Discussion: Leland Dille a ppeared before the Commission for
discussion on the layout of the ADA parking lot at the courthouse. Discussion was held

to include handicap signs, Veterans parking and expectant mothers parking signs as

well as placement to allow for the plowing of snow to occur without obstruction with
curbs. A motion to authorize Mr. Dille to survey the west to north parking lot and
proposed ADA area to find the slope for future parking lot was presented by

Commissioner Lasley and seconded by Commissioner Funk. After audible callof the
board, motion unanimously carried.

IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:

1. Executive Personnel Session LC.74-206(11(bl 10:19 am: A motion to enter into
executive session to consider personnel actions pursuant to ldaho Code 74-205(1Xb)

was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Deputy
Clerk Casey Annen conducted roll call on the motion;
. Commissioner Funk, AYE
. Commissioner Lasley, AYE
. Commissioner Anderson, AYE

Following roll call of the Board, motion unanimously carried. Upon conclusion of
discussion, Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 10:45 am.
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2. Executive Personnel Session I.C. 74-20611)(bl 1:11pm: A motion to enter into
executive session to consider personnel actions pursuant to ldaho code 7a-205(1)(b)
was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk. Deputy
Clerk Casey Annen conducted roll call on the motion;
. Commissioner Fun k, AYE
. Commissioner Lasley, AYE
. Commissioner Anderson, NAY

Following roll call of the Board, motion unanimously carried. Upon conclusion of
discussion, Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 1:21pm.

3. Executive Legal Advice Session pursuant to LC. a74-205(11(fl 3 25om: A motion to
enter into executive session pursuant to l.C. $74-205(f), to communicate with legal

counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal ramifications of and legal options for
pending litigation, or controversies not yet being litigated but imminently likely to be

litigated was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Funk.

Deputy Clerk Casey Annen conducted roll call on the motion;
. Commissioner Fun k, AYE
. Commissioner Lasley, AYE
. Commissioner Anderson, AYE

Following roll call of the Board, motion unanimously carried. Upon conclusion of
discussion, Commissioner Funk declared the meeting open at 3:51pm.

v. ASSESSMENTS/CONCTUSTONS:

1. Next Meeting: The next regular session for the board to meet is slated for April 25,

2022
2. Adiourn: Having no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn

was presented by Commissioner Lasley with a second by Commissioner Anderson.

Following audible call ofthe Board, motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at
5:04 pm.

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Board of County Commissioners during the Regular

Board Meeting held December 79,2022.

ATTEST:

COMMISSIONER FUNK, Chairman

Casey uty Clerk
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